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How Jason Gross Ran
Across the USA And
Was Adopted By A
Rez Dog

On July 4, 2004 I left Riverside
Park in NYC to run across the
United States to raise money for
the American Diabetes Associa-
tion (www.digbetesrun.com) [ had
a support team of two and we
lived in an RV. The run had lots of
ups and downs and by the time I
hit the 4 Corners on US 160 it was
early November and I was tired
and ready to be done. At small gift
stand I purchased an arrowhead
necklace for a few dollars from a
Navajo woman who told me that it
would bring me protection. Head-
ing into Arizona I was struck by
the beauty and vastness of the
land. It seemed to be an unforgiv-
ing place...

On the afternocon of November 9,
I was ranning on the side of the
road and a mangy, skinny dog
started following me. I didn't think
much of it at first as [ had numer-
ous dogs "run" with me for bits
and pieces while on the road.
However, this guy looked sickly
and I didn't think he'd make it
too far. I only had a few miles left
in my run for the day so when I
made it to the RV on the side of the
road we immediately fed the dog.
Dave fired up some hamburger
and I shared my stash of animal
crackers (does that make my dog
a cannibal?) That night in the RV
we talked about the dog. I didn't
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think I would ever see him again.
Dave on the other hand thought I
would. Atthe crack of dawn the next
moming I left the RV to begin my run
and from the distance I noticed an
animal hurtling toward me - it was the
dog!!! Amazingly he ran right beside
me again and at this point I knew I
was not going to let him go! Before
my frst break that day we made it to
a gas station near Tuba City where |
shared snacks with the dog. [ de-
cided to name the dog Boss after
Bruce Springsteen and his song Born
to Run...after all, it seemed like that's
what the dog and I were borm to do!

After a night at the RV park in Tuba
City I started out the next day and not
too far on down US 160 there was ac-
tually a small Veterinarian’s office
that was open...so I ran right in there
with the dog. The vet seemed sur-
prised I wanted to keep this dog but
he gave him all of his shots and we
were on owr way! Sadly, I noticed
dead dogs, and other stray dogs
throughout the reservation lands...

For the rest of the trip Boss would
typically run with me 10-18 miles a
day. I finished the run onDec 11,
2004 at the Sarita Momica Pier in
LA. At first he was never on a
leash but as traffic increased he
needed to be leashed—he
was leashed for the first time
near Flagstaff. In fact, one of my
favorite stories happened when |
we “lost” Boss near Flagstaff and 8% i
found out he was at the Flagstaff |
pound! Dave and I drove back _
for him and he was so excitedto &
see us that he stood on 2 legs at
the fence. Boss was balancing

his 2 front paws on the fence so it
looked like he was standing at

a urinal and he started peeing—I
lost it and started laughing uncon-
trollably...the woman at the pound
began yelling at me not fo laugh
at the dogs. I told her to come
over and have a look!

At the conclusion of the run I
drove all the way back across the
country to Buffalo with Boss (just
me and the dog). After a short
tirne in Bufialo I moved back to
Washington, DC and Boss and |
lived in the city from 2005 -

2007. In the summer of 2007 I
moved back to Buffalo where we
currently reside.

It has been an amazing experi-
ence to have this dog. 1feel like
we have been through a lot to-
gether....and as I said all my fu-
ture dogs will come from the
Rez..If there is anything [ can do
to help you out from the East coast
let me know. The Southwestis a
mystical place....Thank you so
much for all you're doing to help
the Rez dogs!!! It's awesome!




Michael Haines, Blackhat Supporter Since ‘06 ] k A

I'm a 70-year-old man in San Francisco who has always loved all ani- l
mals and who has almost always had a dog companion. | think | belong F%
to just about every major animal welfare group there is. | became aware
of the situation on the Navajo Reservation in October of 2006, when on a
tour of the Southwest. The bus stopped at Kayenta and | immediately saw
two dogs in a condition | had never seen an animal in before. They were
both sick and starving and begging for food. | learned that this was an
alt too common sight there. | was horrified and at once called Best
Friends and a friend who worked for them. When | returned home, | found
out as much as | could about what was happening (and not happening) in &
the Kayenta area and the Rez generally. Ever since then, | have tried
each month to remember those animals and the need to save them. | am
so grateful to organizations like Blackhat for engaging in this very difficult
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but necessary task.
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Blackhat Prez is Resigned to Not Resigning ‘

I was feeling very overwhelmed by my Dad’s visit §_
in May so I asked for help and I got it! Cindy Yurth }
will now be in charge of our Petfinder website,
freeing me to do things like this newsletter, sched-
uling spay/neuter clinics and fostering more dogs.
Cindy is a journalist with the Navajo Times and
she now writes the witty prose that accompanies
each picture on www.rezdog.petfinder.org

Uncle Rudy

BLACKHAT T-SHIRTS NOW
By Donna Diamond, Treasurer, Blackhat Humane Society

AVAILABLE!

I presently have 4 dogs, two from the White Mountain Humane Society and two aban-
doned by the road. Three of my dogs are Labrador Retrievers (black, chocolate and yel-
low.) Goldie is the little one, a tiny blonde pixie found running down a busy highway. She
was strictly a spoiled little house dog until I found Rudy, the Yellow Lab. This is the

Someone must have just dropped him off.... he was running furiously down the road
when we first saw hirn. When Tamara stopped her truck next to him, he looked up as if to
say “well, what do you have to offer me?" She picked him up and threw him into her pick-
up truck which began to answer his question. We took him to my house where I planned to
foster him until he was presentable for adoption. I kept putting off trying to find him a
home because he settled into my life so easily.

In the meantime, Rudy took over the education of Goldie. He taught her the proper way
to cross a road to go exploring. I found out about this from my neighbor who told me she
saw Rudy and Goldie attempting to cross the road in front of her car. Goldie started across
the road but Rudy stopped her and whispered something in her ear. Goldie promptly sat
down and waited for my neighbor’s car to pass. Then he escorted Goldie home. 50/50 blend

A few weeks later Tamara and I went to the White Mountain Animal Shelter in Show Low, Available in sizes M, L, XL and 2XL

AZ to drop off a stray dog. Well, I came home with a Chocolate Liab puppy named Annie. Order form in this newsletter!

At 5 months she is a real “pistol”. Rudy loves her and he protects her as well when
they're out on the dirt road. Again, my neighbor observed Annie starting across the street
only to be met by Rudy who ran up to her, got under her and knocked her end over end. MAX......

Who ever guessed that big
yellow dog Rudy would turn
out to be a “mother hen” and
take care of the smaller dogs?

‘ THE DoGBIE CAFE...

a wonderful cat who really knew
how to turn on the charm.

Sadly missed by Judy Whichard

“cAN T TAKE YouR PLATE SIRZ”

Rudy never got adopted. He’s now part of our family
and Iwouldn’t give him up for anything!
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in memory of our loving, loyal and
friendly Shadow. You blessed us for 13
years. We deeply miss our beloved
companion.

Volunfeer Opportunities

Blackhat Humane Society
would be lost without our won-
derful foster homes! We are
proud that none of our rescued NoI can’t foster
animals are confined in cages. but please accept my donation.
All live in foster homes and are
part of the family who cares for
them. We can tell you if they’re Address
housebroken, if they like chil- City
dren, whether they embrace or
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chase cats and their behavior State Zip §
:

able to guide the foster parents
through the adoption process.

Dave and Judy Roe

ame

around livestock. We know
how they behave while riding
in cars and how they act at
feeding time. All of our res-
cued animals go to their adop-
tive homes up-to-date on vacci
nations. All are spayed or neu-
tered (if old enough). We sup-
port our foster homes with
food, supplies and financial
assistance for veterinary care.
We advertise for prospective
adopters and are always avail-
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Blackhat T-Shirt Order Form—T-shirts are 50/50 - shrinkage is minimal
They are white with the Blackhat logo

Shirts are $10, $12 for 2XL * S&H for 1 shirt=$2.50, 2 shirts=$5, 3 or more=$7

Name

MED LRG X- LRG 2X-LRG

Address

City
State Zip Blackhat

Check or MO payable to Blackhat Humane Society Humane Soclety

SERVING THE NAVAJO NATION




