LEVY COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
LEVY COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES

PO BOX 61

BRONSON, FL 32621

(352) 486-5138 (PHONE) (352) 486-5491 (FAX)

PLACEMENT PARTNER AGREEMENT

Levy County Animal Services recognizes the benefit of networking with other protection agencies and individuals participating in breed-specific re-homing of companion animals.  We also recognize the pitfalls in such networking.  It is not appropriate for any animal shelter to release animals simply for the sake of saving their lives.  But at the same time, Levy County Animal Services will with a combined effort to not euthanize a homeless animal if any interest in that animal has been expressed by an individual or rescue group.  We must be assured that the permanent placement of the animal will be in his/her best interest and in the best interest of the adopter and the community.  To maximize the benefits to the animals we are attempting to place, we have developed the following protocol for the working “placement partners” and “partner agencies”.  

Definitions:
Breed Placement Partners are individuals who seek to re-home unwanted/abandoned dogs and cats of a specific breed.  Such partners must have written guidelines regarding placement policies and should be formally associated with some regional/national breed “rescue” agency.
Partner agencies are established for not-for-profit animal protection organizations (501c or Corporate Status).  The agencies are incorporated for the purpose of preventing cruelty to animals and the re-homing of animals that are rescued from the Levy County Animal Services.  Such agencies either have animal sheltering facilities or use “foster” or “haven” homes to house animals awaiting permanent placement.

In working with the breed placement partners or partner agencies (hereinafter referring to collectively as “partners”), Levy County Animal Services will adhere strictly to the following polices.

1. Animals will be released from Levy County Animal Services to qualifying “partners” as a last resort and when euthanasia would be the only available option.
2. At all times Levy County Animal Services prefers and will encourage and entertain referrals of potential adopters from “partners”.

3. Animals will be released only to individuals who have been approved and certified by a “partner” and Levy County Animal Services.
4. All animal released to “partners” will be spayed/neutered, vaccinated and dewormed prior to their re-homing.  “Partners” will assume the responsibilities of spay/neuter and rabies vaccination as per Florida Statute 823.15.  

FL. ST. 823.15 Dogs and Cats released from animal shelters or animal control agencies; sterilization requirements.  Part (b) Entering into a written agreement with the adopter or purchaser guaranteeing that sterilization will be performed within 30 days or prior to maturity.  (adopter or purchaser would be “partner”)
5. As a “partner” you must keep all information for each animal which will include adopters’ name, address, telephone number(s) and any pertinent information which applies to both the foster care provider and the person(s) with whom the animal is ultimately placed.

6. Levy County Animal Services reserves the right to refuse to release any animal or to terminate its relationship with any “partner” whom we feel is not abiding by our guidelines.
7. No animal that has bitten any person or attacked another animal in an unprovoked manner will be eligible for release to a “partner”.

8. Levy County Animal Services will only work in cooperation with “partners” with whom a formal relationship has been established.  The following qualifications must be met:

a. The “partner” must submit to Levy County Animal Services: 

-  Copies of current 501c3 or Corporate Status   
-  Copies of a written adoption guideline / policies
                      -  Adoption application(s)
                      -  Adoption contract
                      -  Foster home qualifications (If applicable)
                      -  Two (2) community references (at least one of whom is a veterinarian).

b. Adoption requirement must be at least as stringent as those followed by Levy County Animal Services.

c. Levy County Animal Services reserves the right to inspect the premises upon which any released animal will be (or is being) housed (including foster homes).

d. Levy County Animal Services and “partners” will strive to best meet the needs of the animals by working together in an honest and collegial manner.  To this end “partners” shall appoint contact persons assigned to work with Levy County Animal Services.

Levy County Animal Services will waive any fees for all “partners” that meet all the requirements, which also relieves Levy County Animal Services of any liabilities.  Also the Levy County Board of Commissioners reserves the right to terminate this agreement.  For further information on becoming a Placement Partner or Partner Agency please contact Levy County Animal Services at (352) 486-5138.

________________________________________                 ______________________________   
    Name of Rescue/ Partner                                                            Address of Rescue/ Partner          
______________________________________                                                           ___________                                          Rescue/Partner Representative’s Signature                                                                        Date                                                           
___________________________                                                                                 ___________

County Representative Signature                                                                                          Date
