Benefits of TNR:
 
Ø      A cat community controls rodents.
 
Ø      Less fighting and howling:  They have no reason to if not to mate. Less fighting also means that they won’t be spreading diseases to each other.
 
Ø      No killing:  It is a better alternative than sending them to a needless death at animal control.
 
Ø      Feral cats live around a food source.  If we send ferals to animal control, it creates a vacuum effect.  Unspayed cats will move into the area, eat, and breed up to capacity.  A stable, manageable cat colony keeps unspayed cats away;  therefore the colony does not produce unwanted litters.
 
Ø      Expense to Taxpayers:  Each year, metro Atlanta animal controls spend over $15 million taxpayer dollars dealing with the consequences of animal overpopulation. Research proves that euthanizing animals does not effectively reduce pet overpopulation—only spaying, neutering, and TNR can do that!
 
Animal Control Statistics 2005:
 
Dekalb County Animals Impounded       10,751
Percentage Killed                                  76%
Cost Per Animal                                    $191
DCAC Budget                                       $2,206,534
 
Metro Atlanta Animals Impounded         131,253
Percentage Killed                                  61%
Cost Per Animal                                    $109.43
Metro Atlanta AC Budget                       $15,245,495
 
County statistics can be found at http://www.spotsociety.org/2005helterStatsOverview.htm
 
Atlanta taxpayers spend over $15 million each year to support a system that has been proven completely ineffective. Spaying and neutering is the only way to decrease 1) animal overpopulation 2) their cycle of death at animal control, and 3) taxpayer expense.
 
Compare the cost per animal above to the cost of spaying/neutering a cat--$15 per cat—most of which is paid for through private donations and grants at zero cost to the taxpayer.
 
Our goals are completely compatible with those of the community: to decrease the number of cats until there are no ferals or strays.   All current research on animal overpopulation proves that traditional methods of animal control (impound and kill) do not work. Likewise, all current research agrees that TNR is not only cheaper, but it is also the ONLY effective method to reduce unwanted animals.
 
4 Common Myths About Feral Cats
 
Myth #4:  Ferals are depleting the bird population.  Truth:  Studies show that the bulk of the feral cat diet consists of insects, plants, and scavenged food.  In terms of their hunting ability, cats are rodent specialists, widely recognized to have low success at bird predation.  The World Watch Institute lists habitat loss, pollution, pesticides, drought, and collisions with windows, cell phone towers, and automobiles as the primary factors affecting bird populations today.  Cats do not even make the list!
 
Myth #3:  Ferals cats can be relocated.  Truth:  Relocated cats have less than a 50% chance of survival, even if they have been contained for a few weeks.  Why?  When ferals are relocated, they immediately try to find their way home.  They have no idea that the new location should be their new home, so they panic and run—not knowing the dangers of the area they are running through.  In their own neighborhood, no matter how dangerous it is perceived by humans, the cats know the dangers and are intelligent enough to negotiate these dangers and stay alive.  They know the cars, people, dogs, routines, patterns, etc.  You could equate the same logic to humans.  If you live in a very unsafe area, you know the dangers.  If someone kidnapped you and dropped you off in a foreign dangerous area, you would probably die.  You wouldn’t know the area, panic, try to get home, but would succumb to the dangers.  Cats are smart enough to survive in their own neighborhood and will have a longer life there.  The cats would have the same chance of survival being relocated as if you went out and shot 50-60% of them.  Ethically, relocating ferals isn’t something we can support but strongly advise against.
                                                                               
Myth #2:  Trapping and removing the cats will solve the problem.   Truth:  Any species exists in an area for one simple reason: the area provides an environment conducive to that species’ needs.  Cats are no different, so if all the cats are taken away, new cats will move into the area and quickly breed up to capacity.  This well-documented phenomenon is called the “vacuum effect.”
Myth #1:  If people stop feeding the cats, they will go away.   Truth:  Cats are very attached to their own territory/neighborhood.  If people stop feeding the cats, they will not move away.  They can live for weeks without food.  They will continue to live on meager food supplies, including scavenging through trash bins, and will continue to reproduce in their neighborhood.  Discontinuing feeding also makes the cats less healthy and prone to flea infestations.
 
The Biggest Question Regarding Feral Cats: 
Am I Helping Cats by Feeding Them?
 
The answer is, only if you are neutering them.  If you are feeding them, it is your ethical and moral responsibility to spay and neuter them.  Feeding cats without spaying and neutering only makes the problem worse.  Studies show that the more a colony is fed, the more it grows and reproduces, meaning more cats will be born—only to die of disease, freezing weather, predators, animal abusers, and car tires.  In addition, the colony often grows so large that someone tries to trap and remove the cats, resulting in most of the cats being killed.  However, a few cats will always be left to continue to breed and quickly start this sad cycle all over again.  Of course it is always easier for people to feed them and try to believe they have done what they can to help the cats.  It is something that each of us has gone through.  But at some point we have to make a decision whether to continue feeding and participate in making the problem worse, or act in a way that helps the cats rather than harms them.  Sometimes it is not easy and people have to become creative when dealing with people who dislike cats, but we have many successful strategies and are here to support you and the cats. 
 
Keep Feral Cats Out of Crisis
 
1)       Get permission from management or property owners in advance to establish a managed colony.  When approaching management, the number one rule is “don’t plead for the kitties.”  There are too many good reasons to support a TNR program that do not involve ethical issues or changing the management’s personal feelings about the cats (you can’t do that anyway!). 
2)       Educate yourself about the economic and practical reasons for establishing a managed colony.  Most everything you need is explained in this email.
3)       Listen carefully and patiently to all complaints against the cats.  Be understanding.  Remember, it’s not about who is right and who is wrong—it’s about helping the cats.
4)       Always follow the standard protocol below.  Colony management is more than spaying and neutering, so take a look at people’s major complaints below, and follow the protocol described to keep your cats out of danger.  Although we absolutely advocate for the ferals, in almost every dispute between the caregiver and the complainer, the person complaining had good reasons! 
 
Common Concerns about Outdoor Cats and How to Address Them (the solutions are most effective when several are implemented at the same time).
 
Do the cats pose a health risk?  A Stanford study found virtually no risk to human health or safety from feral cats.  Similarly, research at the University of Florida found that feral cats and owned cats share similar health status, confirming that the cats do not pose a risk to public health or to other cats.  People sometimes worry about rabies, but this is unjustified.  Cats are not natural carriers for rabies.  There has not been a single human death from rabies attributed to transmission from a cat in the USA in over thirty years.  Also, as part of a TNR program, cats are vaccinated against rabies and then provide an immune barrier between humans and wildlife in the community.  Furthermore, the British Medical Journal states that: "contact with cats, kittens, cats' feces, or cats who hunt for food was not a risk factor for infection. . . for toxoplasmosis.”  The study concludes that eating undercooked meat is the primary risk factor in contracting toxoplasmosis.
 
Are feral cats dangerous? Feral cats are naturally wary of people and will not approach humans they do not know.  Feral cats will not attack anyone unless they are cornered.  Never touch or corner any animal you are not familiar with. Parents and caregivers should teach children to not approach or touch any unknown animal.
 
The feeding area is messy.  The #1 complaint about cats is actually about the people who feed them!  Cat caregivers should keep the cats’ feeding area neat and free of leftover food and trash.  Paper plates cause litter and complaints, so use only plastic or stainless steel bowls that will not tip over or blow away.  Never put food directly on the ground.  If others are feeding the cats, coordinate a schedule so that the above guidelines are met.  If you are unsure of who else is feeding, leave a polite note with your phone number or email address.
The feeding area attracts insects and pests.   Caregivers should feed only dry food since wet food attracts unwanted guests such as raccoons and possums.  Food should never be left out overnight.  It’s best to feed in the morning and remove the food after one hour.  Make certain that any leftover food is removed before nightfall.  If it is inconvenient to remove any leftover food, feed the cats only what they will eat within an hour or two and no more. Pour out the water bowl, and refill it with fresh water daily to prevent mosquitoes from breeding in it.
There are too many cats around!  Ensuring that all of the cats are neutered will allow the colony to decrease rather quickly.  It’s also very important to move any feeding stations and shelters to an area where the cats are not seen.  They should be in an inconspicuous place that is easily accessible for the feeder.  They should be painted colors that blend in with the environment.  The cats should not be fed at peak hours to help them maintain a low profile.  The more people see cats, the more people will lodge complaints.
Cats are sleeping under my porch.  If cats are sleeping under a house or in a shed, they are seeking a warm, dry, safe, shelter from the elements.  A shelter could be provided (similar to a small doghouse) for the cats. Meanwhile, physically block or seal the location the cats are entering with chicken wire or lattice when you are sure the cats are not there.
Cats are hanging out in my yard.  There are many ways to make your property less appealing:  1) Neutering cats curtails the urge to roam, 2)  Routinely use a repellent to keep cats out of the area, such as Repel Away From My Garden, Havahart Cat Repellent, and Reppers (can be used around the edges of the yard, the top of fences, etc. and can be purchased at garden centers, home improvement stores, pet stores, or online),  3)  Use motion-activated water sprinklers, such as The Scarecrow, to repel cats,  4)  Ultrasonic devices, such as Cat Stop Automatic Outdoor Cat Deterrent or Yard Control Cat Repeller, Model P7810, emit a high-frequency sound annoying to cats, but not perceptible by people (be sure to match device to size of area to be covered),  5)  Household items and herbs that repel cats include cayenne pepper, citrus peels, coffee grounds, pipe tobacco, citrus-scented sprays and oils of lavender, lemon grass, citronella, peppermint, eucalyptus, and mustard.
Cats are digging in my garden.  Use one of the repellents listed above.  You can also create a physical barrier to digging: gardens and flowerbeds can be protected with Cat Scat plastic mats that can be purchased online and pressed into the soil.  Heavy plastic carpet runner (pointed side up) also works.  Cover exposed ground in flower beds with attractive rocks.  Branches from a thorny plant, like the rose of Sharon tree; wooden or plastic lattice fencing material; or chicken wire can be placed over the soil.  Pinecones, wooden chopsticks, skewers, or plant stakes can be embedded into the soil every eight inches.  Place an outdoor litter box for the cats in an inconspicuous place (pine straw and peat moss works well).
I can smell cat urine. Neutering the cats is the best way to eliminate the offensive smell and their desire to spray-mark.
In the meantime, eliminate the smell of cat urine by spraying the area thoroughly with white vinegar.
Cats are making a lot of noise, fighting and yowling.   These are behaviors associated with mating. The solution is to humanely trap and neuter the entire colony. Once cats are neutered, the hormones leave their system within three weeks, and the behaviors almost always stop.
The cats might have fleas.  If fleas are a problem in your area, have the clinic treat for fleas when the cats are neutered.  Revolution works well and can sometimes be reapplied if you are able to touch the cats while they are eating.  Another option for ongoing flea control is Capstar, which can be put into the food.  Change the bedding material in the cats’ shelters regularly.
What is my liability as a feral cat caretaker?  Do not encourage the interaction between the cats and people who might bitten/scratched. You are separated from that person’s action as long as you follow the basic tenets of TNR colony management:  1)  Do not place feeding stations in location with a lot of public interaction (i.e., away form building entrances, at the far side of parking lots into the woods, etc.)  2)  Keep the location clean and neat at all times  3) Gain permission from the property owners to manage on their property.
OK, I have spayed and neutered the colony, but new cats have shown up.   I thought that a neutered colony was supposed to keep unneutered cats away!   The food supply must be decreased so that there is only enough food for the existing members of the colony.  Then, as the colony size decreases, so must the food supply.  Decreasing the food supply in an unneutered colony will only leave the new kittens without food.
 
Reasons to Spay/Neuter
 
Spaying/Neutering CATS effectively reduces:
ü      fighting & howling by 88%
ü      roaming by 92%
ü      urine spraying and smell by 87%
Spaying/Neutering CATS reduces their risk of:
ü      catching FIV and feline leukemia
ü      catching feline distemper & other contagious diseases
Most importantly, last year over 80,000 innocent cats and dogs were killed in Atlanta’s animal “shelters” because people did not spay/neuter their pets.  An estimated 30,000 of these deaths were feral cats.  Spaying/neutering is the only way to decrease animal overpopulation.
LifeLine Animal Project’s Cat TNR (Trap-Neuter-Return) Instructions
 
Before you Trap
 
Feed only once per day to accustom the cats to being fed at the specific location and exact time of day at least one week prior to trapping. Cats must be hungry to enter the traps, so withhold food for at least 24 hours prior to trapping.   This is standard humane trapping protocol and will not hurt the cats.  Sometimes a cat will not go in a trap unless food has been withheld for up to five days.  You are not helping the cat by feeding him during the trapping process, which could take up to five days.  Do not feed the cats until you have trapped them. 
 
Select a quiet location that is not readily visible to the passerby but where you can observe the traps from a distance. Don't bother trapping in the rain because cats will not come out. Make sure the trap is clean after each new cat colony has been trapped so as not to spread any disease. Make sure the kittens are at least 2 pounds (8 weeks) so they can be fixed.  It is OK to have mom cats spayed as soon as they kittens are eating solid food (around 6 weeks old).  We can spay nursing moms.
 
Supplies
 
ü      A can of tuna or jack mackerel
ü      One feral trap for each cat you want to catch
ü      Thick newspaper to line the bottom of each trap
ü      A sheet or large towel to cover the entire trap on all sides
ü      Spoons for the bait, and a can opener if you need one
ü      Gloves for your protection, if you want
ü      Binoculars, if you want
ü      If you are trapping at night, a flashlight to see if the cat has an ear tip
 
Start Trapping
 
Place the traps on a flat surface in a shady area at the trapping site so it won't rock or tip.  Insert thick layers of newspaper or a towel to disguise the bottom of the trap and absorb urine and waste.
 
Place two tablespoons of bait on the newspaper at the back of the trap behind the trip plate. Place about one tablespoon in the middle, and one tablespoon at the opening. Quietly set and cover the traps, and leave the area, but keep the trap in distant view. The cats are unlikely to enter the traps if you are nearby. You might want to use binoculars to keep an eye on the cats and traps.  If you are trapping in your yard, you can go inside. In public areas, traps should never be left unattended.  It is a fact—people will release a trapped cat, and most cats will not let themselves be trapped a second time.
 
Trapping a feral cat may take some time, possibly a few hours. Make sure the cat is securely trapped before you approach the trap. If you approach the trap too soon, you might frighten the cat away.
After Trapping
 
Important!  Make sure the entire trap is covered with a towel before moving it.  Covering the trap: 1) calms the frightened cat and lessens his risk of injury, and 2) prevents the spread of any disease between cats at the clinic.  It is normal for the cat to thrash around inside the trap. If a cat has hurt himself, do not release him, but let the vet examine his injury at the time of neutering. Never let the cat out of the trap before it has been fixed. You will never get him back in the trap.
 
Check the cat for an ear tip ( a V-notch, or a missing tip).  If it has one, the cat has already been fixed, so release the cat and re-bait the trap.  Do not put your fingers near the wire mesh.  Do not leave any food out if you plan to trap in the following days.  Only when you are finished trapping for the week should you leave food and water.  Be a responsible caregiver and remember:  It is better for the cats to diet a couple days than to nurse baby kittens through the freezing cold.
 
Housing Before Surgery
 
Hold the cats overnight in their trap. Keep them dry and warm. If it is too cold outside for you, then it is too cold for the cats. Do not leave cats in traps exposed to heat or sun.  They can stay in a basement, garage, spare room, or covered porch. Make sure your animals cannot get near the cat in the trap. Place cardboard and newspaper underneath the trap to absorb any urine. Cats cannot eat any food 8 hours prior to surgery.
 
Important:  LifeLine Spay & Neuter Clinic Rules
 
Drop Off:  Monday–Thursday,   8:00--9:00 am,  closed holidays
 
Pick up:  5:00-6:00 pm, same day
 
Do not bring an uncovered cat into the clinic. Always cover with a sheet or towel.
 
Feral cats must come to the clinic in a feral trap, for our clinic staff’s safety.  Feral cats brought in regular cat carriers will incur a fee of $10 per cat.
 
Other Atlanta Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Clinics
 
	Clinic
	Website
	Phone
	Location
	Cat Neuter
	Cat
Spay
	Dog
Neuter
	Dog
Spay
	Rabies
Vaccine
	Feral Cats
	Early Age Spay/
Neuter
(8 wks. old)
 
 

	SANTA
	www.spay-neuterteam.com
	678-354-7200
	Marietta
	$30
	$65
	$65-$150
	$65-$100
	$12
	Yes
 
	Yes

	CatSnip
	www.projectcatsnip.com
	770-448-6806
	Various
	$40
	$60
	N/A
	N/A
	Included
	Yes
	Yes

	Project Spay/Neuter
	www.tracylanddvm.com/html/psn.html
	770-887-1565
	Cumming
	$29
	$39
	$50-$70
	$50-$70
	$12.50
	Yes
	Yes

	LifeLine Animal Project Spay & Neuter Clinic
	www.atlantapets.org
	404-292-8800 ext. 1
	Avondale Estates
	$35
	$45
	$60-80
	$70-90
	$5-$10
	Yes
$15
	Yes

	Cat Care Hospital
	 
	770-424-6369
	Marietta
	$40
	$60
	N/A
	N/A
	$30
	Yes
	Yes, but must be 4#

	West Mobile Vet
	www.westmobilevet.com
	770-942-4984
	Various
	$40
	$60
	$60
	$60-$80
Under 25# only
	Included
	Yes
	Yes

	Leftover Pets
 
	www.leftoverpets.petfinder.com
	706-654-3291 or 800-978-5226
	Various
	$30
	$45
	$45
	$60
	Included
	Yes
	Yes

	West Georgia Spay/Neuter Clinic
	www.westgeorgiaspayneuter.com
	678-840-8072
	Villa Rica
	$30
	$45
	$55
	$65-$80
	$5-$10
	Yes
$15
	Yes

	Paradox Farm Spay & Neuter
	 
	770-972-5067
	Oxford/
Conyers
	$25-$30
	$45-$50
	$45-$60
	$50-$65
	$10
	Yes
	Yes


 
 
Transporting to the Vet
 
Place cardboard and newspaper under the traps in your car.  Don't put the cat in your trunk if it's hot that day. Most people can fit 2 traps on top of each other in the back seat.
 
Housing after Surgery
 
After surgery, carefully feed the cat by slipping some food under the door while watching the cat so it doesn’t get out.  Allow the cat to recover overnight in the same trap, still covered.  Feed the cat as much as possible before releasing it.  All cats should be held 24 hours after surgery.  Cats who were pregnant should be held 48 hours after surgery.  Although you might think cats need more time to recover, they are very resilient and they will recover better if released quickly.  Most cats will not eat inside the trap and are under a great deal of stress.  Do not keep a cat in a cage longer than 24-48 hours.
 
Replace soiled newspaper. You can use any small, non-breakable dishes for feeding.
 
Releasing
 
Releasing cats in a different area constitutes animal abandonment and is a crime in the state of Georgia.  Release the cat in the same place you trapped him. Pull off the cover off the trap for a few minutes for the cat to reorient himself to his surroundings. Then release. It is not uncommon if the cat stays away for a few days. Keep leaving food and water out.  Living outside is what they are used to, and they will be much happier that way. Do not try to tame them. They are better off wild with a healthy dose of fear regarding people, which will keep them alive longer. If you can catch kittens between 4-8 weeks old, they can usually be tamed. Older cats are almost impossible to tame and will probably never be adoptable animals. Most rescue groups are always over capacity, and skittish cats are extremely hard to find a home for, take up shelter space, and prevent other tame cats from being saved. 
 
 
Atlanta Trap Depots
                       
	Name
	Area
	Phone
	Email

	LifeLine Animal Project
	Avondale Estates
	404-292-8800 ext. 1
	clinic@atlantapets.org

	CatSnip
	Norcross
	770-455-7077
	info@projectcatsnip.com

	PAWS Atlanta
	Decatur
	770-593-1155
	frontdesk@PAWSatlanta.org

	SANTA
	Marietta
	678-560-6070
	spayneuterteam@aol.com

	Pet Vet
	Cumming
	770-887-1565
	 

	Good Mews
	Marietta
	770-499-2287
	info@goodmews.org

	Alley C.A.T.S.
	Smyrna
	 
	sueverner@gmail.com

	Furkids
	Doraville
	770-613-0009
	info@furkids.org


 
* LifeLine Animal Project loans traps free of charge (up to three) for two weeks.  A fully refundable deposit of $65 per trap is required to ensure that the traps are returned.  It is payable by check only, and it will be returned when the traps are brought back to our facility.  Please call our clinic M-Th at 404-292-8800 ext. 1 for trap availability, and pick up at 129 Lake Street, Avondale Estates, GA 30002.  Other organizations’ trap loan programs may have different policies.
 
Other Resources
 
Contact Neighborhood Cats at www.neighborhoodcats.org and Alley Cat Allies at www.alleycat.org for much more information on feral cats, including how to tame feral kittens and how to find inexpensive shelters to keep ferals warm during winter.
 
www.spotsociety.org maintains a list of Atlanta area no-kill rescue groups, but they do not accept feral adults.
 
Note: Catlanta is a resource, not a rescue.  We will not remove cats from your property, but will provide you with the tools and support you need to effectively and humanely manage the cats.
 
Note: We are not able to take cats from the public or place cats into shelters.
 
Please email me with any questions.  Thanks!
 
Gin Taylor LifeLine Animal Project/Catlanta P.O. Box 15466 Atlanta, GA 30333 404-292-8800 www.AtlantaPets.org
 
