 

Our Journey… 
“Pearl had cancer spots on her face, front and back legs, and ears.  In order to save Pearl from having an agonizing death and suffering like Miracle, together, Virginia and I decided it would be better to help Pearl cross Rainbow Bridge.  Today, Pearl is with Virginia's other cats Prissy, Molly, and Sam who will welcome her and show her the way.”

11/14/08

Friends,
In just a few minutes, I am taking Shady & Mellow to their forever home with Jeanne and Darrell.  I truly believe that there are no coincidences in life and G-d's hand is in everything.
Shady came to me through wonderful, caring people - Lisa & Ralph Gay who were feeding him, but were concerned because each time he came up, he looked worse and worse (see before pictures-forward & right face).  This was April, 2007 when we just started the FCP and I told her we'd help him.  She took him to Pet Vet and he tested FIV positive.  Pet Vet called me and recommended euthanasia, but I refused until I saw him and was out of town at the time.  As many of you know, I am strongly against euthanasia and believe there is always another way.  When I returned, Debbie Booth and I went to see him and he was so friendly and loving even though he was sick and injured, I wouldn't do it, so I took him home, recovered him, and loved him into healing (see attached).
A little while later, Mellow was trapped at Mellow Mushroom and Tim Link took him to Pet Vet to be neutered.  Pet Vet called and said his eye was ruptured beyond repair, so it had to be removed.  He needed special recovery and could be released again, so I kept him too.
Since Shady had overcome his adversity, he leant a shoulder to Mellow and they became fast friends - sleeping together and just being pals.  Mellow follows everything that Shady does even to the point that Shady has to tell him to calm down and leave him alone sometimes, but Mellow brought out the playfulness in Shady, so it was a match made in heaven.
On Saturday, I met Jeanne who told me that she adopts special needs kitties and has one feline leukemia positive kitty, Larry, who needed a companion because his kitty friend died.  On Sunday, I got a call from someone interested in meeting Shady because she saw him on Petfinder and wanted a special needs cat.  It turned out Jeanne was the same person calling about Shady.
Shady and Mellow were meant to be together and Jeanne and Darryl were meant for them.  They told me “We will do whatever is humanly possible for them and make sure they have a quality life full of love, toys, good eats, lap time and even taking over our home.  We will limit the number of cats we take, regardless of the number of sad calls we get about needy ones, because we believe that these cats require a low stress environment and tons of love.  We have two accessible laps...mine and Darrell's, and hopefully Larry will be on one and Shady and Mellow together on another."
I always thought my boys would be with me forever because of life's adversity and misfortune for them, but that is not in G-d's plan, he has a better plan for them for MORE attention and love, and I will not stand in their way, so wish me luck, laugh for the boys to be going to such loving folks!
Holly
11/4/08

Hi Holly,

Thank you so much for this sweet email and for the pictures of our new addition.  We are just thrilled to have Koko and she is doing great.  She is coming around us a lot more each day.  Yesterday, she let me hold her in my lap and pet her for over an hour.  My husband asked me did I get her for the boys or for myself! :)  I really think she loves all the attention.  The boys are being so good around her and being so careful not to scare her.  Will could not wait to get to school this morning to tell everyone about Koko.

Once she is more comfortable around the boys, I hope you won't mind if I email you some pictures of her.  I am trying not to take any yet in case she is afraid of the flash.

Thank you for all you do for these precious animals.  It takes a special soul and heart to be so committed to a cause like this.  You are their earth angel.  I appreciate you sharing her story with me.  It makes her feel even more apart of us knowing where she came from and what she has had to endure.

Thank you for saving her life, for taking such great care of her and for allowing us to make her apart of our family.  Without you, we wouldn't have found her.

I will look forward to the emails on your program.  And God bless you and all your associates who do this wonderful work.

I'll keep in touch,

Angie

10/27/08
Yesterday Nicole and I made a tough decision to let a very good kitten go to a home and she is a black kitten (which during this time of year can be not a good thing). But…
I think the story below and the pics say it all. I know for us, it was tears of joy this morning:
 
Thank you so much for today, you were very patient with us and very informative. I have to admit I was not sure about  (Jelly Bean ) Shadow with my daughter but I could not believe the reaction about 2hrs after we got home, she is currently sleeping with my daughter and has made my daughter's room her own. I have included some pics of her first day at home. Again Thanks so much for helping us find a lifetime member of our family.

10/23/08 

Thanks to Jennifer House, Petco has approved the Feral Cat Program for space at their store off of Windward Pkwy.  Jennifer is going to pick up the keys and I'm going to check out the area, but it is supposed to be the same as Cumming. 

We have a separate team of folks who live in the Alpharetta area who will be caring for these cats.  Today, I heard from 3 people who want to help who are going to try to get others to help.
Now we have a venue for our abandoned/strays and tamed kittens to be seen in person and thanks to all of you who have been providing a home for them!
More details later, as we get them.
 9/25/08

Everyone,

I just wanted to let you know a little about my recent experience within the Feral Cat Program. On Monday this week there was a need for the rescue of 11 cats from the Spaulding County Animal Shelter.  I told Holly Cohen I would assist. I left work at 3:00PM and arrived in Griffin at the Animal Shelter which is by the way behind the Correctional Institute at around 4:45PM (closing time). I picked up Bashful, a beautiful grey older kitten and 2 sets of mommies and their kittens. 1 mommy had 5 kittens of which only one’s eyes were open. They were ½ the size of a tennis ball. The other mommy had 3 kittens but they were a little older.  All were absolutely gorgeous! I need to say that I asked to see the kennel and walked into the back and what I saw absolutely floored me. There were no water bowels or food bowls in the cages or crates. When I walked by the dogs they simply sat or laid there. There was no barking and excitement of seeing me as I was accustomed to at the FCHS. There were sooo many that looked sick! I cried like a little baby for the next 10-15 minutes praying to God to give me the strength to endure what I had just witnessed. I was so happy to have saved 11 but wishing I had a million dollars to scoop all of them up. I consider it an honor and privilege to volunteer for the Feral Cat Program. God has and had laid it on my heart months ago.Ya’ll I do not do this for my benefit or reward. My reward will come from my Father in Heaven whenever I should move on. I am going to quit asking the question “Why does this happen?” and simply allow myself to be used as an instrument wherever and whenever I can be! Genesis 1:26 says we (humans) are made in the image of God and we have rule over the tame and wild animals. This ruling means to me an obligation to take care of them. You do not have to believe as I believe but your love, caring, optimism, hope and help is needed as you might imagine I was emotionally spent by the time I got home. (About 9 PM)I want to say thanks again to Holly and the Feral Cat Program for allowing God to work in and through my life! P.S. Sorry so long of a note.
Mark A. Girardeau
9/12/08

We are pleased to announce that Smokey has a HOME!!!!  He will live in Snellville with his new mom, dad, and 2 human brothers.  His mom's 16 year old diabetic cat just passed away after she'd been giving him insulin for the past 7 years, twice a day - very dedicated!  Thank you to everyone who spread the word that this boy who tested positive for the feline leukemia virus, but is not sick, needed a home, not a sanctuary.
9/18/08

40 cat crisis - The Feral Cat Team answered a call for help.  A home in Newborn, GA (east of Covington) was foreclosed on and the feral cat colony of 40 cats was going to be abandoned and left to starve.  The Team trapped & relocated 36 cats.   Faithful Friends Mobile Vet, Dr. Kelly Trogdon & All Pets Emergency staff, Dr. Curciou, Donna & Rex (vet techs), Jessica (picture taker), and Cari Shuler (Hospital Administrator) spayed/neutered these cats FREE for 6 hours on Monday night donating their time, equipment, and supplies.  A VERY SPECIAL thank you to Cari Shuler for making all of the arrangements and making this happen!  Thanks too Dr. Ipkin, owner of All Pets Emergency & Dr. Trogdon for donating her mobile clinic.  
Everything we do is a Team effort and I am grateful to be associated with all of you!  Thank you for the collaborative effort from everyone who contributed from trapping, to transporting, to relocation searches, to feeding, to supplying food, caretaking and donating your time, but mostly for caring about the kitties!  We may not save them all, but we sure made a difference for these kitties! 

Holly
9/18/08

I want to welcome Kristi to the team.  She has already had a lot of experience with feral kitties.  She and her friend, Nancy, took over a feeding station in her subdivision when the caregiver moved.  Relocating the station to her street while the feral kitties followed it.
 

Her neighbor began causing problems for the cats by calling Animal Control.  She then took on the task of trapping the ferals and let them live in her basement attempting to tame them.  This whole process took months.  One of the ferals who she thought was fixed had kittens, so she tamed them, so they would be adoptable even though their mother remained feral.
 

Mark took the mother at his feeding station and the kittens have been adopted.
 

We want to thank Kristi for her dedication and welcome her to the Team.  Please join me in welcoming her.
 

Holly
8/13/08

Just a little background, Aaron is still in high school and came to us because he wanted to do a project for his Eagle Scout badge to help the animals.  He is building feeding stations for the Feral Cat Program and is supported tremendously by his dad, Bob.  I can attest that Aaron has taken on an arduous task meeting the Boy Scout requirements to earn this.

8/5/08

You all know what we have gone through so....
[image: image1.jpg]



Rick and Nicole

7/3/2008

I see my former life flashing before my eyes as if it was only a dream and now my world is filled with furry balls of four legged creatures that cry out for my help. 
 As I dabble deeper into this world that pulls me far from reality I see no light at the end of the tunnel yet I keep digging as if I could dig to China. 
 I think I used to be married once, maybe that lovely lady that helps me trap is my wife but I don’t know, I only see her when cats are around. 
 Now I have been sucked into the world of the never ending internet programming that will consume yet more of my hours and probably make me get in bed at the crack of dawn only to find I have a real job. 
Where will I find time to do my real job? Will I become like my predecessor and pull up all my carpet and desire to find land to house my hundred cats? Maybe I’ll just daydream of a day when by some stroke of luck my money tree sprouts out of the hardened, rocky N. Ga terrain of Forsyth County and an animal shelter the size of the Ga. Dome will miraculously be built. Now why couldn’t someone do that instead of an Aquarium? Didn’t the fish have enough water?
5/13/08

 I thought you all would like to know that these 3 were taken to a farm today to live out the rest of their lives.
 This lady seems really nice and Jennifer House drove them an hour and a half to their new home.
 4/25/08
Thank you Monica for offering to help Carmela and also I saw where you replied to Laurel to help her too with trapping.
 

I wanted to introduce everyone who are the main volunteers in the Feral Cat Program.
 

We have:
 

Monica Deleon - trapping & transport, release
Ally Wingate - trapping, transport, temporary recovery
Rick & Nicole Eubanks - trapping, transport, temporary recover, foster, release 
Rosann Hein - trapping, transport, temporary recovery, feeding colonies, release
Mark Giradeua - trapping, transport, temporary recovery
Sabrina Walker - trapping, transport, temporary recovery, release
Thelma Flanagan - trapping, transport, temporary recovery, feeding colonies, release
Misty Gomez - feeding colonies, temporary recover, foster for adoption, socialization
Gigi Whiteside - transport, feeding colonies, temporary recovery
Carmela Quinlan - trapping, transport, feeding colonies, temporary recovery, foster, release
LuAnn Farrell - feeding colonies, enlisting help from others
Tammy Pratts - feeding colonies
Steve Logan - trapping, transport, release, feeding colonies, socialization
Bob Obreiter - feeding station building & transport
Michael Romeo & Anne Edmonds - feeding station building & drop trap building
Tim Link - substitute feeding colonies
Virginia Mitchell - record keeping
Laurie Hutchins - trapping, transport, temporary recovery, foster, release
 

I hope I didn't miss anyone.  Our group is growing, thank goodness, because there are a lot of kitties who need help!
4/21/08
I wanted to thank you again for taking Socks & Lily in addition to Jersey & Logan.  I really think they are siblings.  It was amazing to me how much Jersey and Logan has progressed in such a short time period due to your love and care for them.
3/31/08

They took in Miss Kitty who has a sad story.  She was an inside cat until her mom died and the kids threw her outside, unspayed, and uncared for.  A neighbor started feeding her.  She got pregnant and the neighbor didn't want her anymore, so we got the call through the Feral Cat Program, spayed her, and now she's enjoying life with Rick & Nicole.
 3/27/08

I have a couple of sweet adoptable babies here! They really love each other too. They are out of the crate and starting to explore the room. They pretty much slept all day yesterday. The female looked so worn out but this morning she has more light in her eyes. She was in my lap for few minutes this morning. The male was kind of nervous yesterday but today he has let his guard down and let me give him a good petting. I’d say go ahead and sign them up for the program. After they are here for a few weeks they’ll be mended and ready to take on a new life. 

3/27/08

