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www.mmcr.petfinder.com

Our Silent Auction

is here again
We are very excited to announce MMCR’s
second Silent Auction! Held June 15–30,
2011, this on-line auction will be open
to the public at www.mmcrauction.
com . We hope everyone will take
this opportunity to support MMCR by
purchasing a wonderful item or two for
yourself or as gifts for loved ones and
friends.
Some of the items featured in the Silent
Auction include:
 a large cat tree
 antiques
 party sets
 variety of gift certificates
The auction will run for two weeks,
ending on June 30, 2011.
We would like to extend a big “Thank
You” to everyone who donated items
including local businesses and members
of the surrounding communities. Without
your donations the auction would not be
possible.
Support Mid-Michigan Cat Rescue and
bid on items in our Silent Auction on
www.mmcrauction.com.
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Dedicated to Emotional Well–Being
By Janie Roy
The Mid-Michigan Cat Rescue is
are designated for cats with similar
regarded as one of the nation’s top
personalities, age, or behavioral
programs with many contributing
problems. The cats are free-roaming
factors that have shaped this cat rescue’s
and kept stimulated with climbing trees,
reputation. The acclaimed Rally to Rescue
space to run and a rotating toy schedule.
Magazine focused on MMCR’s dedication
They have plenty of windows, plus a
to the emotional well-being of their cats.
television and stereo with rotating Cat
It is a unique mix of love, faith, trust,
Sitter dvds and music.
persistence, compassion, and patience
The most important aspect is the
that Director Sarah Vicary uses when
many doting volunteers who visit daily,
a new stray first enters the program
making sure the kitties are given the
and continues for the duration. Vicary
love and attention they deserve, and
explains that she has a “sixth sense” when
that their home is impeccably clean and
it comes to understanding a cat’s needs.
comfortable. This allows even the shyest
“I realized that I could give animals a
cat the opportunity to develop a trusting
home and recognize what they needed.
relationship with humans and helps
I could tell if they were depressed or
prepare them for adoption.
anxious, and I could help them appeal
The Mid-Michigan Cat Rescue goes
to adopters.”
Continued on page 3
One of the rescue’s
Help us help the cats and kittens
priorities is providing the
of MMCR!
cats with a calm and safe
environment. Volunteers
who pass a “home check”
are able to care for cats
in the foster program—
especially those who have
experienced trauma, abuse,
high anxiety or depression.
This allows for one–on–one
attention, socializing and
loving from knowledgeable
volunteers who understand
Raven — Ask about adoptions
the cats’ needs and have
the patience to give them
time to heal.
Find us on
Facebook
The majority of the cats in MMCR’s
care live in the main foster home, or
Join the
conversation
“Cat House,” which is designed for
the cats emotional well-being. Rooms

Girl Scouts + MMCR
by Tresse Roby
Sunday, November 14, 2010, MMCR had the first group of
Girl Scouts participate in our new Brownie and Juniors badge
programs. It was a great success! Fifteen girls came, along with
some parents and the troop leader. The girls were encouraged
to bring a small item to donate so they could feel they were
contributing to the rescue.
We covered the four parts to earn the “Friend To Animals”
badge which included learning about MMCR as a non-profit
cat rescue, spending time with the cats, learning about being
a good pet parent, the importance of spaying or neutering, and
feral cats. The girls made two projects: a poster celebrating the
cat to which they were assigned and a bookmark to take home
that included the message about spaying and neutering.
Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts are invited to make
arrangements with MMCR to visit and earn all requirements
needed to complete their pet badges. MMCR volunteers will
lead the group activities and provide the supplies needed.
Scouts will give our kitties needed attention and become
advoCATs for MMCR.
The badge program costs $6 per child. Two leaders are free,
additional adults are $3 each. We also ask scouts to bring in a
small donation from our “Wish List.”
Interested in earning your next Girl Scout badge at MMCR?
We can also customize this program for other groups. Please call
(517) 622–4653 or e–mail sarahvicary @yahoo.com to schedule
a time.

Ashley

Ask about
adoptions
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Ask The Cat
With cats in the house, I don’t keep azalia, cactus,
dieffenbachia, ivy, lilies, or philodendron where they can
get at them. But I have started a little herb garden in the
kitchen and one of my cats is wild for globe basil. She leaps
onto the counter to get it, which she has never done before.
Is it safe to let her munch a leaf?
— Gardner
Dear Gardner,
A taste of basil is safe for your cat, as are parsely, sage,
roesemary and thyme. Some cats munch them and some just
sniff or rub on these herbs. There is also a chance that your
kitty has an upset stomach and is just looking for a purgative,
so watch out. You can also give her valerian, which some cats
perfer to catnip.
What about planting some greens of her own: catmint,
wheat grass or alfalfa? As for catnip, it’s no use leaving it
where she can get it, or she will destroy it all. Plant it out of
reach and give her small servings as treats.

Ask Sarah
Dear Sarah,
I have a stray cat hanging around — what should I do?
— Concerned neighbor
Dear Concerned neighbor,
There are two answers to this question and it depends on
whether the cat is a stray or a feral cat.
A stray cat just means the cat is “homeless.” If the cat is
friendly, you can pursue finding it a home. First, make sure
it’s not someone’s pet that got lost by putting up fliers in
the neighborhood. Also, it is often free to place a “found
cat” ad in our local paper. Then, you can consider keeping
the cat yourself, asking friends or family if they’re interested
in adopting the cat, put up fliers and contact local rescue
groups. This may take time, so be patient.
A feral cat is usually a cat that was born outside, has
never been around people and, therefore, is not friendly
with people and cannot be handled. If you have feral cats in
your neighborhood the most important thing is to get them
spayed or neutered so they do not reproduce. MMCR offers a
TNR program which stands for Trap–Neuter–Return. If you or
someone in your neighborhood is willing to be a “caretaker”
for the feral cats, you can apply to the TNR program. A
caretaker of feral cats provides food, water and shelter and
live–traps any cats that have not yet been neutered. When
you trap the feral cat(s) they will be taken to the vet so they
are spayed or neutered, then returned to their neighborhood.
If you cannot afford the cost of the operation, you can apply
for our financial asssistance.
If you have a cat question, write to Ask The Cat or Ask Sarah at
sarahvicary @yahoo.com. We are glad to answer your questions.

Continued from page 1

beyond the norm when it comes to the
emotional health of their cats and that
is exactly the way Director Sarah Vicary
wants it. “If a cat is not emotionally
healthy, then they are not fit for adoption.
An adopter, especially a first time cat
owner, may not understand a distressed
cat’s needs and the cat may suffer.”

MMCR also takes responsibility of every
cat’s life—before and after adoption.
“Every single cat that comes through
our doors will never have to face a day
without a home for the rest of their life.
If an adopter can no longer care for their
cat, we take the cat back with open arms,
no questions asked. We do not want any
of our cats to end up back on the streets
or euthanized at another facility.”

Our Wish List

You Can Help MMCR
by Janie Roy

We sell a variety of cat mats
and toys to earn money
for the rescue. All of the
products are made and
donated to Mid-Michigan
Cat Rescue, so 100% of the
sale price goes to helping
our mission. What a great
way to help the less fortunate kitties in
their search for forever homes. Take a
look at the “kitty kickers,” the cats at
the rescue go nuts for them!
If you are a crafty person, we would
love to have you make some of our
crafts. We sell items including crocheted
and sewn cat mats and toys at our main
foster house, on our website and at
various events around the state. Go

to www.mmcr.petﬁnder.
com, click on “fundraisers,”
then “items for sale” to
see the products we have
available. The mats and toys
are extremely popular.
Currently, we are almost
sold out. This is a great way
to do something fun at home that also
supports your favorite local cat rescue.
We have patterns available. E–mail
sarahvicary@yahoo.com and ask for
the patterns. Another way you can help
is by donating dried catnip for us to use
inside our toys.We will certainly put it
to good use!
The cats and kittens of MMCR hope to
hear from you soon!

Poster-sized portfolio bag
Stamps, Mailing envelopes
Copy paper
Q-tip swabs
Latex gloves
Paper towel
Laundry detergent
(PC) cordless keyboard &
mouse
Gas cards
Gift certificates for pet,
office, and grocery stores
Dried catnip (Grow your own
this summer and donate
it for craft projects)

Tamara

Ask about adoptions

Volunteer or Donate Today
Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift to help the cats and kittens:
$35
$50
Please charge my credit card:

one time donation

$100

$250

$500

$

recurring monthly donations, until I say stop.

card number:

expires:

First & Last Name
Address

Want to make your gift work faster?
Donate online via paypal at

City, State, Zip
Phone (

www.mmcr.petﬁnder.com

)

E–mail
Would you like a receipt for tax purposes?

Yes

No

Please fill out the above information & mail it to: MMCR, 1117 Tulip Street, Grand Ledge, MI 48837

Thank you.

MMCR Mews
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President’s Letter

Laughlin

Solomon

Smoler

Tucker
4

Spring 2011

MMCR Mews

MMCR received an email pleading for assistance
from a person in desperate need of our
assistance. This person faced having all of
her animals seized and immediately gassed to
death. MMCR knew there was no option but to
take the initiative to save these helpless animals.
The individual who ran this rescue for years,
taking in both cats and dogs never became
successful at finding them loving, adoptive
homes. There was no doubt that this individual
loved these animals, but having close to 85 cats
and 5 dogs made it unbearable to manage on
her own. The email stated that a local animal
control was going to seize the cats and have all
of them gassed. They were not going to try and
put the seized cats up for adoption. This email
was circulated to hundreds of reputable rescues
and Humane Societies in Michigan. Out of the
hundreds of other organizations, only three
responded to this cry for help: MMCR and two
other organization. In two days, MMCR made
the arrangements to take in 35 adult cats and
plans to take in more cats within the next couple
of months. The other organizations were able
to take less than 20 hopeless kitties. This rescue
effort allowed the owner to keep the remaining
cats that are either wild or extremely elderly
and left her with a manageable number. She can
now care for them properly. No cats were put
to death greatly due to MMCR’s efforts.
I always talk about how wonderful and
amazing MMCR is and why you should support
us, but I think the above story says it all.
There is no doubt why MMCR, in 8 short
years, has received national recognition in USA
Today, on National Public Radio and “Rally to
Rescue,” a national animal welfare magazine.
We have also frequently been featured on local
television news channels and newspapers.
MMCR does phenomenal things to help our
homeless, neglected, abused and desperate
feline population. You may think that we have
a huge mailing list and everyone knows about
the great things and the hard work we do but
that is not necessarily true. In fact, those of you
that receive this newsletter are relatively few.
We greatly depend on the commitment of our
supporters to pledge donations or volunteer
their time for our rescued cats. Do you know

Docilla

Oseye

Tessa

Michellene

Lovella

Tabitha

Seldon

Samos

that the $10 you save by not buying a gourmet
coffee really does make a big difference in our
small budget? Or the two hours you could
commit each month really does help save the
life of a rescued kitty in our care? Whether
you can make a tax deductable donation or
volunteer your time, we can use your support.
We have hundreds of activities and volunteer
opportunities with which to get involved, so
please call us for more details.
With this emergency intake of cats that
MMCR recently rescued, we are in need your
donation of money or time more than ever. The
cost of their care is estimated to be around
$6,000 dollars just for these new 35 adult cats.
Many have health conditions that we must
treat before they are ready to be adopted. We
will also spend thousands of hours preparing
these cats for adoption. This process is very
important and takes a lot of time to ensure
the individual personality and emotional needs
of each cat is matched to its new “forever”
home. MMCR has developed and specializes
in a unique matching process. Very few other
rescues or humane societies in Michigan have
this type of advanced program.
Please keep MMCR’s cats and volunteers in
your prayers. I believe in the power of prayer.
You can help bring blessings to the cats we
rescue: to heal from emotional pain, neglect,
physical ailments, and assist them to bond
with their new families. I also hope you will
include the volunteers in your prayers: that
they continue to make spending their time
helping our rescue cats a priority in their lives
and that they have the wisdom to care for the
many different social, physical, and emotional
needs with which our rescue cats come to us.
This is a simple act, but prayer or positive
thoughts can work miracles for these beautiful
creatures. On behalf of the 3,000 cats MMCR
has saved, I thank you for helping to make our
rescued kitties a priority in your life and thank
you for being part of the miracle of compassion
that MMCR exemplifies every day.
So don’t forget to send your donation today,
our cats are counting on YOU!
— Sarah Vicary,
Director and Founder

Tiny Tim

Tangier

Leah

Blue Miss
MMCR Mews
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We Need Adopting!

Forever Homes

Samantha: Do you need a lap warmer or a TV
buddy? Samantha is a calm, big girl that loves
to sit on your lap anytime and watch hours of
TV in the evening. Samantha is a smart and
independent girl. She doesn’t need to have
other kitty buddies to be happy, but would be
fine with another kitty around or just you. She
knows what she wants and would like to be the
boss cat at your house though. Samantha was
front declawed when she was found as a stray and
was born in June of 2006. Can Samantha come
to your house and be your chair warmer?

Moon: Moon is the traffic cop of the cat house
— just look at those big staring yellow eyes. She
will follow you around and criticize everything
you do. She even loves doughnuts. Or it may be
that you are the patient and loving owner who
can soften up our little control freak. Moon is
highly active, loves to play and would like to be
an only child. Moon came to MMCR from the
Midland Animal Control Program which had too
many kitties needing homes and had scheduled
Moon to be gassed to death. Give us a call or
send us an e-mail and we can introduce you to
Moon or some of her new friends at MMCR. She was born July 2009.
Precious Joy came to MMCR because her
owner became ill and could no longer care for
her. Precious Joy (PJ for short) is a beautiful girl
who was much loved and is now very anxious
because she has lost the only home that she ever
knew. PJ is very shy and it will take time for her
to get used to a new home. It would be best if
there were no young children. Once PJ knows
she is home again, she will be very loving and
revert back to the lap kitty she was! She is used
to sleeping on the bed at night and loves to
snuggle while you read the paper and have your morning coffee. She needs to be
brushed to keep her beautiful long fur untangled, but she enjoys being groomed!
PJ will make someone a very special new friend. She was born August 21, 2004.

Be a part of the miracle of compassion.
Read more about these and many more cats waiting for adoption. Please visit:
www.mmcr.petﬁnder.com or call (517) 622-4653

Cat Quote
“One small cat changes coming home to an empty apartment,

to coming home.”

— Pam Brown
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Just one of our success stories!
by Elizabeth and Carla
MMCR cats should come
with a warning label:
“Feline presence
and activity
could be highly
entertaining and
induce laughter.”
These cats just get funnier and funnier.
Stormy leaps from the kitchen counter
onto our shoulders. She stalks the cursor
on the computer screen and carries her
ducky toy up and down the stairs. Simcha
is the supreme snuggler but he also loves
to play. He licks my face in the mornings,
bites my nose, and cuddles up next to
me under the covers. Pemberley’s current
favorite toy is the wire doorknob hanger.
He kills it enthusiastically several times a
day. Now and then he gets the zoomies
and thunders through the house.
Our dogs are absolutely in love with
Stormy and Simcha. Our oldest girl,
Breeze, is especially happy. She has
always adored cats and was really sad
when our old guy died.
Thank you again for rescuing these
babies for us to enjoy!

Having Fun And
Helping MMCR
by M’jit Raindancer-Stahl
As 12 of my fellow volunteers know,
I covered the late shift for MMCR at
February’s Millionaire Party Poker
Tournament at Ledge Meadows Golf
Course Charity Poker Room on all four
nights. I had fun hanging out with fellow
volunteers. Fred and Derek from Ledge
Meadows were nice to work with. I will
be happy to do it all again, but maybe
next time I’ll let a few more people step
up to join the fun!
The best part, of course, was finding
out that MMCR received over $1,500 in
donations. Cha-ching!
The next Ledge Meadows Poker Event
will be June 9th and 10th.

S

Volunteer Spotlight:

Janie Roy

ix years ago I was living in Lansing and
the sweetest stray cat showed up on
my porch. He had long hair, it was the
middle of winter, I was feeding him. He slept
in a dog house but I knew he needed to get
inside. I started contacting all the local rescue
groups and getting responses of “we’re full”
from all of them. I got one response from
Mid-Michigan Cat Rescue that they were full
but could put my beloved stray “Scrunchie”
on the waiting list. I was a sophomore in
Janie Roy with a feline friend at the
2010 “Adopt Your Best Friend at the
college and I offered to start volunteering. I
Zoo” event.
was then trained on how to help with cleaning
the main foster house and how to help at adoption events at PetSmart. As time went
on I began training other volunteers and helping with bigger events.
Last year I started teaching and moved an hour away to Grand Blanc but I have
done my best to stay involved with the rescue. There are lots of ways that I help from
far away — like writing grants, writing articles for the newsletter, doing research,
asking for donations, and making posters. I come into town for the day for bigger
events, and I foster cats.
Mid-Michigan Cat Rescue is a wonderful organization run by an amazing woman
who is always looking for new ways to help cats and people in the community. We
have been able to accomplish amazing things in the last six years (and before that . . . )
because of the group of volunteers that we have. We are always looking for people
willing to help with any of our many tasks. Give us a call if you’re interested in helping.
I look forward to meeting you!

Le Meow Menu: Cat Attack Cookies
1 c. whole wheat flour
¼ c. soy flour
1 t. catnip
2 T wheat germ

1 egg
¹∕³ c. powdered milk
¹∕³ c. milk or cat’s milk
1 T unsulfurated molasses

2 T butter or vegetable oil

Preheat oven to 350° F. Combine dry ingredients. Add molasses, egg, oil and milk.
Roll out flat on an oiled cookie sheet and cut into small, cat bite-sized pieces.
Bake for 20 minutes. Cool and store in tightly sealed container. Remember, this is a
treat not a meal.

Help Us Fill Our Bowls
This year, our biggest donor of cat food and other supplies is no longer able to
donate to MMCR. At any one time, we have at least 100 cats in our program. That is
a lot of cats!
We are asking you to please help us
“Feed Me!”
fill our food bowls at Mid-Michigan
Cat Rescue.
We are feeding the cats and kittens
Purina Cat Chow and Purina Kitten
Chow. Your donations of food, or
money to buy the food, will help us out
so much and is greatly appreciated.

Upcoming
Adoption Events
PetSmart

Saginaw Hwy, Grand Ledge

Sat, May

7

1–3pm

Wed, May 11

6–7:30pm

Sat, May 14

1–3pm

Wed, May 18

6–7:30pm

Wed, May 21

1–3pm

Wed, May 25

6–7:30pm

Sat, May 28

1–3pm

Wed, June

1

6–7:30pm

Sat, June

4

1–3pm

Wed, June

8

6–7:30pm

Sat, June 11

1–3pm

Wed, June 15

6–7:30pm

Sat, June 18

1–3pm

Wed, June 22

6–7:30pm

Sat, June 25

1–3pm

Wed, June 29

6–7:30pm

Meet Your Best Friend At
the Zoo Event, Detroit Zoo
Sat, May 14

10am–5pm

Sun, May 15

10am–5pm

Call the stores or visit our website
for more information.

www.mmcr.petﬁnder.com

“Then God commanded,
‘Let the earth produce
all kinds of animal life;
domestic and wild, large
and small,’ and it was
done. So God made them
all, and He was pleased
with what He saw.”
Genesis 1: 24–25

You know you’re a crazy cat
person if . . . a cat bed is on
top of your china cabinet.
MMCR Mews

Spring 2011

7

Mid-Michigan Cat Rescue, Inc.
1117 Tulip Street
Grand Ledge, MI 48837-2205
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Grand Ledge, MI
Permit No. 106

We need
volunteers!
Do you have some time you
could spare?
Call or e-mail to find out
about how you can help the
cats & kittens of MMCR.

We Were Saved
by Mid-Michigan Cat Rescue, Inc.

Adoption
Counts
2010 Adoption
Counts: 351*
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

20
25
18
16
30
25
50
27
51
27
26
36

2011 Adoption
Counts, so far:
January
February
March
8

23
15
27
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