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	“If you don’t have 5-10 minutes per day to train your cat not to scratch your furniture, then you probably don’t have the time to have a cat in the first place.” 


Declawing is not a ‘procedure’, it is surgical amputation.  Cat guardians learn all too quickly that what was just done to their sweet pet was not a simple procedure involving the cat’s claws, rather that their pet’s toes were just amputated!  

Declawing puts cats at risk for arthritis, back problems, joint problems, and foot problems for which he would not be at risk if his toes were not amputated.   This is because declawing results in a gradual weakening of the back, shoulder and leg muscles.  Cats naturally walk on their toes, not on the pads of their feet, and since declawing removes their toes, they are forced to walk in an unnatural way thus causing long-term medical problems.

A cat, when awake, spends about 1/3 of its time grooming itself.  The claws play an important role in this function, and grooming is the way a cat helps to control its body temperature, its scent signals, skin irritations, and more. 

Many declawed cats resort to biting as an alternative method of defense.  Some declawed cats become very aggressive because their primary defense is taken away.   This is an especially dangerous situation when small children are in the home.

Many declawed cats stop using the litterbox because it is so painful.  And since cats are creatures of habit, once they learn to avoid the litterbox, it’s extremely difficult and time consuming to retrain them.  It takes much more time and patience to retrain a cat to use a litterbox than it does to teach them to not scratch your furniture!  

A 1994 study by the Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences at Washington State University College of Veterinary Medicine found that of 163 cats who were declawed, 50 percent had one or more complications immediately after surgery, such as pain, hemorrhage, lameness, swelling, and non-weight bearing.  Of the 121 cats whose progress was followed after surgery, 20 percent had continued complications, such as infection, regrowth, bone protrusion into the pad of the paw and prolonged intermittent lameness and palmagrade stance (abnormal standing posture).  

”Seventy percent (70%) of cats turned into pounds and shelters for behavioral problems are declawed cats.”   (“Clawed for Life,” ©1997-2003)

It is illegal in these countries:  Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, England, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Norway, Portugal, Scotland, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and Wales have all banned declawing except in the case of medical necessity.  These countries have determined that “declawing” is inhumane and an unnecessary mutilation.   “Declawing” makes us think that we are removing our cats’ claws, which most of us think of as simply a form of toenail.  This is not the case!!!!!  When we declaw, we are amputating our cats’ toes and putting him at risk for many potential immediate and future problems!

Scratching is not a behavior problem. It is a natural function of a cat, and as cat owners/guardians, we must address their need to scratch.  There are MANY alternatives to declawing, please go to www.smittenbykittens.com and click on the link “how to train kitty not to scratch your furniture” for some tips from us.   We have had over 250 cats & kittens go through our home-based, cage-free shelter and all of our furniture is still intact!  We have had almost no damage done to our furniture.  So considering that we have had over 250 cats & kittens, our tips DO work if you follow them!

