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President’s Message
Dear Friend:

While summer is time for a break for most people, it's
always our busiest period, as this is what we call the Kitten
Season. At this time every year the number of stray
mothers and kittens that are reported is at its highest.
There can be 3 calls in just one day! We are doing our
best with very limited resources. It is an uphill battle that
constantly needs public support.

As we neuter/spay every cat we rescue, every time we
take in a stray, we are not just saving one life.

“For every stray cat we rescue,
thousands more lives are spared.
One unspayed female can end up with 420,000
descendents in 7 years”!

The increased number of cats we are taking in also means
more funds are needed for their vetting. We are making
an URGENT APPEAL for DONATIONS and FOSTER
HOMES to help us help the homeless cats.

Your financial support can be in a way other than
donations. You can organize your own fund raising
event to help our animals! How about a Garage Sale, a
50/50 draw or a Bake Sale at your workplace? The ideas
are unlimited! You can be assured that all proceeds will go
towards paying our vet bills. Of course, FOSTER
HOMES, our lifeblood, are needed year round. Please
contact us if you can help in any way.

Our biggest fund raising event of the year, the
WALKATHON, will be held on Saturday, Sept 20, 2008.
We hope to have a great turnout this year. Details of the
event will be publicized on our website very soon. Please
set aside this date in your diary now!

Lily Chan
President




RESCUE & ADOPTION STATISTICS

(January to June 2008)

Number of Dogs Rescued 63
Number of Dogs Adopted 53
Number of Cats Rescued 226
Number of Cats Adopted 82
Nanutka ADOPTED Gitt]
ADOPTED
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Some of our adopted pets in their loving forever homes

Billy (left) &
his buddy Koko

Tippy

Veronika Kiki




CAT CORNER
What can YOU do to help?

By Tina Kendall

[t’s summer. The weather is warm. Your neighbours are heading off to the cottage.
It’s also the time when that stray you’ve been feeding gives birth to a litter of
kittens. You call the local rescue groups and their voice mail messages say: “We’re full!” What can be done? You’d
like to help but you don’t know what to do.

Welcome to the world of DIY [do it yourself] cat rescue. We at MHS know the problem very well. At one time all of
us were just like you. Don’t despair; we can help you help the animals!

You must have a plan. Here’s what you need to consider:

First of all, you will need money. The cat you catch will require veterinary care; at the very least you must spay or
neuter. If you have no money, then you must do some fundraising. This can be as simple as having a garage sale or
as elaborate as contacting corporate sponsors.

Secondly, you have to find a sympathetic vet. Call your local rescue group and ask them for a recommendation.
Many vets want you to make appointments but the cat will not necessarily co-operate. This means that you will
have to deal with the animal until you can take it in. Have a plan in place beforehand; you cannot leave a trapped
cat out in the heat or cold waiting for a vet appointment.

Thirdly, proper tools are necessary. These include two sizes of traps [kitten and adult cats], leather gloves, a cage,
and supplies such as food and litter, etc. The traps may be purchased from Canadian Tire or borrowed from a
rescue group or Animal Services. A cage for cats must be constructed so that the cat cannot escape easily.
Traditional dog crates have openings that are too large. Newer ones have bars that are less than one inch apart,
and these are the ones to use. If you have an empty room for recovery after surgery then a cage is not necessary.
A female cat cannot be released outdoors until after at least a one-week recuperation period.

Finally, after the cat has been spayed or neutered, you have an important decision to make - whether you will find
the cat a new home, or release it back to the original location. This decision can be aided by a simple determination
as to whether the cat you have found is an abandoned pet or a feral.

A feral cat cannot be picked up, petted, or touched in any manner. Usually the feral cat comes out during the early
morning hours or late at night. They are often found in large colonies. An aggressive cat is not necessarily a feral.
Often pets that have been abused will not want you to touch them but they will still come to you for food and hang
around while you are there. If the cat is friendly or you find kittens then the best thing to do is to find them a new
indoor home. Domestic cats left outdoors to fend for themselves live a difficult life of only a few years. Finding a
food stores and enlisting their aid is possible - especially if you know that they have provided the service before.
Do a thorough interview first, to make sure that they genuinely care for the cat’s welfare. A sympathetic
veterinarian might assist you to find a home, especially if you only have only one cat or some kittens.

So, now you know! What are YOU going to do to help?

For more information visit the Alley Cat Allies website at www.alleycatallies.org
For some inspiration, check out this video link http://www.catster.com/video/498133/The_tragedy_of_stray_cats

Thank you Thank you

Endless Tails Pet Nutrition Petcetera Pet Store
for the Cat Adoption Room for the Cat Adoption Room

905-290-0378 905-615-1419







Kitty LOVE Story

By Sandy McGary

— Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519)

Almost 22 years ago | was lucky enough to adopt two lovely kittens, Midnite and
Mariah (a brother and sister), at the tender age of 7 weeks and they were a big part
of my life for many years. Midnite passed away from kidney disease in 2005 at
17% years and Mariah passed away last year at 19% from strokes as a result of
high blood pressure. After that, | decided to wait for a period of time to give myself
time to grieve.

In November 2007 | decided it was time to find another lifetime companion and | found her at Petcetera.
She was a tiny little thing at 12 weeks old. | fell in love with her immediately. | named her Misty. She is
indeed a masterpiece — a petite lady (just 7 Ibs) with the cutest face.

Since | am retired (I am not as old as you think — still very active! ), Misty and | spend a lot of time together and
we have so much fun. She is so playful and loves to play “fetch”. She brings me one of her small crinkle balls
(her favourite toy) to toss for her. She then retrieves it and brings it back for more. This can go on for quite a
while. She also delights in putting the ball into her water dish and watches for my reaction.

Another of Misty’s favourite pastimes is to chase flies through the house and
she leaps up in the air to try and catch them. She loves to watch the squirrels,
birds and chipmunks in the yard. We have quite a few in the area so they keep
her pretty busy. She loves to cuddle up and sleep with a stuffed bunny | have
in the spare room. | also have two small charity teddy bears sitting in a chair in
the living room and she loves to cuddle them as well but sometimes she play
fights with them and is so comical to watch. She keeps me laughing all the
time.

Although Misty doesn’t sleep on my bed most of the time, in the early mornings
around 5:30 a.m. she’ll come and curl up right beside me and fall fast asleep until
I'm ready to get up. I'm usually out of bed first and she nonchalantly gets up when
she’s ready.

These past eight months have been wonderful. Misty brings so much joy
and laughter to my life. She’s such a beautiful little cat. She is well behaved
and listens to me most of the time. They say that “a house is not a home
without a cat” and | truly believe it. All the love that | give to her she returns
to me unconditionally.

I'm so thankful for Lily and all of the other people at Mississauga Humane Society who work so hard to keep
these special animals safe and find good loving homes for them. Thank you for allowing me to adopt Misty; she
has become such a special part of my life.

THANK YOU
Dorothy Avery THANK YOU

& Vera Kalbol

Ola Zaleswski .
Mother Knows Best Obedience School for 9?95‘”'2'”9 a
Fund Raising Garage Sale

for providing free
dog training classes on June 7, 2008
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