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President’'s Message

Dear friend:

The past year was another great year of rescue; we
rescued more animals than ever! In 2008 a total of 701
homeless animals were saved — 124 dogs and 577
cats. We also found homes for 545 — 110 dogs and
435 cats.

We don't have an office, a shelter or any paid staff. Our
great team of volunteers is the reason for this significant
achievement.

| would like to dedicate the same poem “BECAUSE OF
YOU” as | did last year to all of our foster parents,
volunteers, adopters and donors.

Because of YOU
I no longer starve and eat whatever | could find
I no longer shake in the cold, or soak in the rain & snow
I no longer suffer from illnesses or diseases
I no longer am a stray that’s on the run all the time
Because of YOU
I no longer sit in the cage, and lie on the cold concrete floor
I no longer feel unwanted, sad, lonely, fearful and shameful
I no longer watch people pass by me, commenting “too old,
too worn...."
I no longer have to end up my life pitifully in a pound
Because of YOU
My tears turn into smiles
My days of darkness turn into rays of light
My nightmares turn into sweet dreams
My once broken body and spirit are whole again
Because of YOU




Puppy LOVe Story
THE BURKE BUNCH

@J Sung to the Brady Bunch theme song tune J;_@U

Here's the story of a lovely doggie,
Who was looking for a very special home.
All he wanted was parole,

from the kennel,
Luckily he found MHS and a foster home.

It's the story of a family named Burke,
Who were busy with three boys
Freck (now Randell) of their own.
stayed in a pound for 6 months They were five people living all together,
Yet they were all alone.

Randell has his own car

Randell, free, running

in the park They think | am very

Till the one day when the doggie handsome — | agree!
met this family,

And they knew that it was
much more than a hunch.
That this group would somehow
be a forever family,

That's the way we all became
the Burke Bunch.

The Burke Bunch, The Burke Bunch.
That's the way we became
“It has been just over

the Burke Bunch.
j a year since our wonderful new
addition arrived to make our family complete.

Randell, aka Freck, has spoiled us from the start. He is a social, well-mannered fellow who has brightened our lives,
beyond our dreams. If someone had told me that a frightened, skinny hound would come into our lives and steal
the hearts of our family of 5, including 3 teen boys, | would have told them they were dreaming. Now we cannot
imagine what we ever did without him here. Randell goes everywhere we do including the drive in, football games,
baseball games, track practice, walks to the park, drives around town and of course family BBQs. Thank you MHS
for helping us find the perfect match for our family.”

- Heather, Bill, Jeremy, Shane and Craig

Never, never be afraid to do what's right especially if the well-being of a person or animal is
at stake. Society's punishments are small compared to the wounds we inflict on our souls
when we look the other way. - Martin Luther King
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From the desk of Randell Burke (former Freck who was rescued from a
pound where he stayed for months. He was adopted to the Burke family in
August 2007)

Hello everyone at the MHS:

I thought | should write a little letter to let you know how | am doing, since | have been gone for a whole
year now. Well let me tell you it has been some year here, with my Forever Family. | finally have them
trained, they were not easy, but after a lot of work on my part | finally did it.

I have trained them to do the following:

1. let me sleep in their bed
2. BBQ me all beef hot dogs for a treat
3. to let me in the front seat of the truck, (as long as | wear my seat belt
— that is my people’s rule, not mine)
4. to walk twice a day and take me to the leash free park once a day
5. when | smack them in the head it means | WANT a treat NOW, not in 5 minutes

See what | mean, | had to teach them so much, it was hard work but the payoffs are great!!

My forever family tells everyone who will listen about what a fantastic addition to their family 1 am. They
LOVE me more than | could ever have imagined and | LOVE them back just as much. They will even tell you
that | am the perfect dog; the groomers, the vet and the kennel | sometimes stay at for the weekend will tell
you the same thing. So | guess they are pretty lucky to have good old ME! :)

It has been an exciting year and things can only get better, now that | am not so shy and timid, so | look
forward to seeing what | can teach them in the next 12 months.

Love your pal,
Randell (aka Freck)
August 2008

HUMOUR TIME

What do you get if you cross a sheepdog with a
rose?
A Collie-flower!

How do you know that cats are smart creatures?
Because they never cry over spilt milk!

How are tigers like sergeants in the army?
They both wear stripes.

Why did the poor dog chase his own tail?
He was trying to make both ends meet.

Definition of “LOSER”




PET CORNER

ALLERGY?
You DO NOT have to get rid of your CAT!

Allergies are among the top reasons given by cat owners when relinquishing their cats. With the exception of those
who are extremely sensitive to animal dander, most pet owners can sensibly live with their pet allergies; symptoms
can be managed, and they can be spared the heartbreak of giving up their beloved pet.

If you think you have asthma or allergies, see your physician. However, don't be quick to blame the family cat for
allergies. Ask your allergist to specifically test for allergies to pet dander rather than making an assumption. Many
allergy sufferers are sensitive to more than one allergen. So if you're allergic to dust, insecticides, pollen, cigarette
smoke, and cat dander, you'll need to reduce the overall allergen level in your environment by concentrating on all
of the causes, not just the pet allergy.

If your allergist has done skin and blood tests to determine that you are allergic to your cat, it does not necessarily
mean that you have to part with him/her! The following steps will help much reduce the cat allergy — and you
can still keep Garfield!

YOU & YOUR CAT

o Keep your cat clean. Use “Allerpet-C” for cats (“Allerpet-D” for dogs). This is a special product you can
use on your cat and has helped many allergic friends keep their pets. It's truly a miracle for some! It's
available at vet clinics/some pet stores. You moisten a paper towel or washcloth with this liquid and wipe your
pet down with it once a week. It neutralizes the allergens on the pet's skin and fur. It takes about 3 weeks for
it to reach peak effectiveness. Sometimes the cat has to be washed/wiped down once a day for it to be
effective. Alternatively, you can get a damp micro fibre cloth to rub down the cats' coat.

e Some people bath the cat regularly to reduce the amount of cat allergen.
e Create an allergy-free area. This is usually your bedroom. Close the door and keep the cat out of it.
e Take allergy shots and medication to relieve your symptoms.

e Wash your hands thoroughly immediately after petting your cat and do not rub your eyes.
YOUR HOUSE

e Vacuum up cat allergen with a high grade HEPA (high efficiency particulate air) vacuum twice a
week. Wear a dust mask. Vacuum walls, carpet, flooring, chairs, furniture...everywhere, thoroughly.

e |n addition to vacuuming, use a vapour system cleaner to clean your home. This has been proven by
research to be extremely helpful in killing off dust mites, bacteria, mold spores and cat allergen, which
are embedded in your carpets and upholstery.

e Wash all bedding in 140-degree hot water at least twice monthly to eliminate allergen and dust mites.

e A good HEPA air purifier is essential for cleaning and filtering the air in your house.

e Use furnace filters that trap pet dander and change them regularly.

e Use impermeable covers for mattresses and pillows because allergen particles brought into the room
on clothes and other objects can accumulate.

e Replace heavy curtains and drapes with washable fabrics.

— Where there’s a WILL, there’s a WAY —






This hit the 6 o'clock news.

A fawn followed this beagle home
-- right through the doggie door in
the Bittinger, MD area. The owner
came home to find the visitor had
made himself right at home!

Who said that animals have no
feelings?

Animals don't want to ride bicycles, stand on their heads, balance on balls,
or jump through rings of fire. Sadly, they have no choice. Trainers use
abusive tools, like whips and electric prods, and force them to perform.

Not only are elephants, monkeys, bears, tigers, and other animals abused
by trainers, they suffer from extreme loneliness, boredom, and frustration
from being locked in tiny cages or chains month after month, city after city.
Instead of being treated like furniture that is loaded and unloaded into
trucks and storage areas, these animals should be in their natural habitat,
exploring, seeking mates, and raising families.

Animals held captive in circuses, rodeos, zoos, and other entertainment
venues need you to speak out for them. Teach your community why, for
animals' sake, they should go for a hike or take in a baseball game instead
of supporting these unkind businesses.

Excerpt from PETA website - www.PETA.com

Thork Yo

to all of the people who contributed articles for this edition.
A big vote of thanks to all of our dedicated foster parents, volunteers,
adopters, donors and sponsors.
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