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2008: A Year of Puppymill Rescues
find placement for each and
ever one of the dogs being
offered freedom.

From June 2008 to the present,
Almost Home Canine Rescue
and Hearts United for Animals
have partnered to rescue 221
dogs from puppy mills during 4
separate rescues.
An Almost Home volunteer
spent hundreds of hours on the
internet coordinating these rescues and found responsible
rescues for many of the dogs to
go to. We worked very hard to

Each rescue shocked us even
more than the one before.
Dogs given to us had a variety
of untreated health conditions
and injuries. Every dog had
horrible infected teeth; even the
young dogs. Other conditions
noted were genetic defects,
luxating patella’s (bad knee’s),
injuries and mammary tumors.
All of the dogs went into the
care of various rescue groups
in the area. We brought 38 of
the dogs into our care. Sadly,
2 of the 38 dogs died after arriving in our care due to the
severe neglect they experienced in the puppymill.

We would like to dedicate
this newsletter to a very
special little dachshund
named Lesandra.

and a full tummy. She knew
for the first time in her life she
was loved. For a little over a
week she knew people cared
Lesandra was rescued on about her and we could see
that in her eyes. We were
October 30, 2008. She
devastated that there was not
was one of 60 dogs rescued that day. Lesandra more that could have been
was extremely emaciated done, but there wasn’t.
and sick when she was
An on-line fundraiser was held
given to us.
for Lesandra to pay for her vet
Lesandra received inten- care costs. Lesandra captured
the hearts of many; our goal
sive medical treatment
was met and exceeded! We
and wonderful care at
Lake Vet Clinic, but it was continue to stand ready to rescue dogs on a moments notice
not enough. Nothing
would have been enough. and could not do this without
She was left in this condi- wonderful supporters and
friends.
tion in the puppy mill for
too long. Lesandra
passed away in her sleep
on November 8th, 2008.
She was warm in her incubator with soft blankies

Every dog needed extensive vet care and rehabilitation in foster care to restore
their spirit and help them
learn to be happy, confident
little dogs. Many of the dogs
remain in our care today.
Please visit Ester, Margaret,
Sassy, Cricket, Tony and
Dale on our web site; each
of these dogs were rescued
from puppy mills.

We will continue the fight in
Lesandra’s name to bring
about permanent change in
this criminal industry. Please
join us in our efforts and tell

everyone you know the
story of Lesandra and the
plight of mill dogs everywhere, as she continues to
watch over them from the
heavens.

Looks are deceiving!
The puppy mill breeders who
gave us dogs all have pretty,
professional looking web sites.
The puppies look cute, clean
and healthy on these internet
sites.
We can tell you from first hand
experience that these web
sites are deceiving! The
puppy mills feature cute puppies posed in baskets with
bows in their hair with frilly
backdrops. What they do not
show are the kennels and
rabbit hutches where the parents live every day, year after
year, in misery. They do not
show pictures of the parents
of the cute little puppies; if
they did, people would not be
purchasing their puppies.
Puppymill web sites prey on
uneducated people who are
looking for a new family companion.
Here are some ways you can
help fight the puppy mill industry:
• Do NOT buy a puppy from a
pet store or off the internet.
• Educate others to not purchase a puppy from Puppy
Mills and pet stores.

This is Lesandra
upon arrival in
Rescue on October 30th, 2008

• Adopt a dog or cat from a
shelter or rescue group.
• Donate towards the rescue
and care of our Puppy Mill
rescue dogs.
• Volunteer for the rescue
• Join the rescue and help us
fight this tragedy!
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Special Dogs Needing Special Homes
Sometimes we rescue dogs who need a special forever home. These dogs have special issues
and needs. Once with Almost Home, they are safe in foster care until their forever home is found.
Please help us find the perfect home for these rescued dogs!
But I am so afraid of men!
Dr Bill sent my tests off to
Iowa State University and they
confirmed what he suspected;
I have pinched discs in my
neck. Surgery is not an option,
so I am taking an aspirin a day
to keep comfortable.

Some bad things happened to me
in the puppy mill involving a man,
so no matter how hard I try, I just
cannot trust them! I am just too
afraid that something bad will happen to me.
Hello! My name is Sophie and
I have been in foster care for
a year! I am a schnauzer
dachshund mix and I am about
4 years old. I used to live in a
puppy mill, but they said they
were “tired of getting rid of
mixed breed puppies” so that
is how I got my freedom!

I really want a new forever home
with just women. I promise to be
a good girl and promise to entertain you with my silly playfulness
and antics! There must be a forever home out there for me!

I love to play! I like other
dogs and I really love my foster mom.

Peggy “Before” Peggy “After”

My name is Peggy. I am a miniature poodle and
my freedom was purchased for $5. I was
rescued from a terrible puppy mill auction. As
you can see from the picture above, I was in
tough shape and no one bid on me.
Finally the bid lowered to $5 and someone
raised their hand. I did not know it at the time,
but a rescue angel bid on me, paid the $5 and I
came to Almost Home.
Since that time, my foster mom has taught me
all kinds of things. At first I was very afraid, but
after a lot of patience and love I am now
housetrained, leash trained and like people!
Sudden movements do scare me, but I have
overcome so much; now I just need a forever
home to call my own!

My name is Gidget. I came to
Almost Home because my
previous home had too many
dogs. Shortly after arriving in
foster care, my foster mom
noticed that I was in pain. She
was not sure where my pain
was coming from, so I visited
Dr Bill who ran many tests to
see why I hurt.

I am a sweet, loving little Chihuahua and need a new home
with someone who understands my medical needs. I
love to sleep in my foster
mom’s bed, under the covers
where it is warm. Will you
help me find the perfect, forever home?

WE ARE BURSTING WITH CHIHUAHUA’S!

Sassy

Ester Doodle Filippe

All of these Chihuahua’s were rescued from puppy mills,
are completely vetted with spay/neuter, dental, vaccinations, deworming, and socialized as much as possible in
foster homes.
Please check our website to see these chihuahua’s and others who need homes.

Please spread the word to help these cuties get
adopted!
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“Barney”

“Chance”

Rescued from a puppymill.
Now happily living in
northern SD!

Rescued from a puppymill.
Chance is now living in
Fargo, ND!

“Gracie”
Gracie was rescued from a puppy
mill. She is now a Pierre, SD
Governor’s Cheerleader!

“Chloe and Amber”
Both rescued from shelters.
They are now living in MN and
are very spoiled!

“Mia”
Rescued from a puppymill. Now
living in Madison, SD!

“Sunni”
Living the good life in
Omaha, NE!

Shelter Fundraising

“Alex”

“Cuddles”

Alex is living in Western
SD and is the neighborhood favorite dog!

Cuddles is living in
Western, MN and is
just a little spoiled!

We continue to fundraise
and accept donations for
our “Capital Fund Campaign”. It is our hope and
dream to someday have a
shelter where dogs can
find sanctuary and comfort.
Almost Home desperately
needs a shelter for emergency intake of dogs and
a quarantine area for sick
dogs.
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Almost Home Partner in Pet Care: Dr Anna Ouverson
I have worked for Almost
Home Canine Rescue since
October of 2003. In these 5
years, we have seen a huge
variety of adorable dogs and
cats pass through our clinic
and Almost Home’s loving
care. We have shared the joy
of watching the frightened but
hopeful dogs open up their
hearts as they realize that
people are actually treating
them with love. Often, rescued dogs mouths are filled
with terribly infected gums and
Dr. Anna Ouverson is
Almost Home’s veterinarian. abcessed teeth. Once in Almost Home's care, their health
Dr. Anna and her staff
improves through treatment of
provide top quality vet care these painful and sometimes
for our rescued animals.
deadly conditions.

Often, when they leave the
clinic they look completely
different than when they arrived!
I must also say it has been a
joy and pleasure to work with
Almost Home volunteers.
They work tirelessly rescuing
homeless and abused dogs.
Volunteers manage the rescue with integrity and dedication driving many hours to
pick up dogs, caring for dogs
in their homes, coordinating
meet and greet events, finding foster homes, supervising
special needs, raising funds
and remembering ALL the
dogs.

I don’t know how they do it.
Mostly what I sincerely want
everyone to know is that
Almost Home Canine Rescue is a rescue of the highest integrity dedicated to
helping homeless dogs and
is worth your support. I am
honored to be their vet.
God Bless! Anna Ouverson,
DVM

Almost Home Spay and Neuter Outreach Program
In January of 2005,
Almost Home
started a Spay and
Neuter Assistance
program. This program assists low
income families with
spaying and neutering their pets in an
attempt to reduce
the dog and cat
overpopulation crisis
in our area.
Our program is
funded with grant
funds, aluminum
recycle fundraising
and private donations. Owners are
asked to contribute
what they can financially to the cost of
getting their pet altered which
stretches our dollars
even further.

Effect on the unwanted dog overpopulation-:
The effect of spaying / neutering 15 dogs
Multiplied by the number of puppies per average litter 8
Multiplied by the average number of litters a dog can produce in 1 year 2
Multiplied by the average years of canine fertility 6
Results in the number of unwanted homeless and or euthanized puppies prevented = 1440

Effect on the unwanted cat overpopulation:
The effect of spaying/neutering 49 cats
Multiplied by the number of kittens per average litter 5
Multiplied by the average number of litters a cat can produce in 1 year 3
Multiplied by the average years of feline fertility 7
Results in the number of unwanted, homeless, and or euthanized kittens/cats prevented= 5145
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Charlie
There was probably never a
time in Charlie's life when
he was really wanted. Kept
on a rope, next to a sad
plywood shelter, Charlie
watched the cars on the
highway go by. One volunteer described him as
"basically a sad doggy lawn
ornament". His owner finally abandoned him fully,
and he fell in to the hands
of someone who cared
even less for his welfare.
It was at this time that
Charlie's already sad life
took a violent turn. Rescuers in the area found him,
quite possibly in what
would have been the last
hours of his life.

Many of the results of the
torture Charlie endured
were apparent when he was
rescued; his scalp was
peeled back from his eye to
his ear, he had other head
injuries along with lacerations all over his body, his
teeth were broken and he
had a broken elbow. But
the full extent of Charlie’s
injuries were only discovered when Dr. Bill examined him and found that he
still carried the bullet in his
body from having been
shot. Shockingly, this dog,
living a meager existence,
having been repeatedly tortured and ultimately left to
die, has been described by
one of his care takers as
sweet, gentle, and loving
and "One of the BEST dogs
I've known" As badly as he
was treated, Charlie is still
willing to give a human the
benefit of the doubt.
Charlie is now in the caring
hands of a foster home near
Trent, SD. He is enjoying 6
children who love him
dearly. Each day, Charlie’s
ears perk up around 3pm
and he asks to go outside.
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Charlie waits on the gravel
driveway for the children to
come home on the school
bus! Charlie adores his
new foster family and his
new life!
Never again will Charlie live
a life of fear, pain and misery. We are determined to
find Charlie a home where
he will be cherished forever!
Many rescuers in the area
were saddened and shocked
at the violence, neglect and
abuse happening in the area
where Charlie originally
came from. Together, rescuers raised enough money
to provide a copy of KIND
News to each child enrolled
in public school in this particular area for the rest of
the school year.

It is our hope and dream
that educating children will
prevent future abuse of
animals.

KIND News has been providing age appropriate education for kids for over 25
years. It teaches kindness
and respect. We are also
planning to travel to the
area to speak at schools to
educate children on basic
pet care, compassion and
responsibility.

Almost Home Canine Rescue works
continuously to provide a comfortable
life for the companion animals in our
care. Without the
help and generosity
of wonderful caring
people this is not
possible; your contribution makes it possible for us to continue rescuing the
neediest of dogs.
With your taxdeductible donation,
AHCR can continue
in our mission to rescue and place unwanted, abused and
abandoned companion animals and to
help be a voice for
them in raising the
public's awareness of
their needs.

❏ YES, I want to help Almost Home Canine Rescue!
Almost Home Canine Rescue relies on donations and volunteers to carry out our mission to save the animals. We receive
no federal funding. Your donation * or a few hours of your time can go a long way to helping our cause.

❏ $25 ❏ $50 ❏ $100 ❏ $500 ❏ Other ________________________
N A M E______________________________________________________________________________________
A D D R E S S_________________________________________________________________________________
C I T Y S TAT E Z I P____________________________________________________________________________
P HON E E M A I L______________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Almost Home Canine Rescue,
Donate online with Paypal.com. Our account name is <kat_920_1999@hotmail.com> Thank you!

❏

Yes! I would like to
donate to Almost
Home’s Capital Fund
Campaign to help raise
funds to buy or build a
shelter!
$________________

❏ I want to find out about volunteer opportunities!
❏ I want to sponsor a Almost Home long-term resident! Please contact me.
* Almost Home Canine Rescue, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization and all contributions are fully tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Almost Home Canine Rescue
PO Box 87984
Sioux Falls, SD
57109

Don’t Shop, Adopt!
WE’RE ON THE NET!
www.almosthome.petfinder.org
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Photo’s With Santa
On December
6th, Almost
Home volunteers
will be taking
pictures with
Santa!

Bring your pet or
child to Pamida
in Madison, SD
between 9am12pm to have
their photo taken!

Thank you for your
ongoing support! We
could not rescue animals without you
help.
Have a wonderful and
safe holiday season!

