
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 2009  

 

Furry  

 

Friends  
 

Memphis Animal Shelter Location: 

3456 Tchulahoma Road 

Memphis, TN 38118 

(901) 362-5310 
www.memphisanimalservices.petfinder.com 

 
Shelter Hours: 

Monday- 10:00 to 3:00  

TuesdayñFriday- 10:00 to 5:00  

Saturday- 10:00 to 3:00 

Sunday- Closed 

 
Adoption Fees: 

Dogs/puppies- $75 

Cats/kittens- $70 
(includes shots, spay/neuter & micro-chipping) 

 
Contact: 

Kathryn Rhea, Furry Friends Editor 
Kathryn.rhea@gmail.com 

  
Furry Friends is written independently and the 
views expressed are those of the author and 

do not necessarily represent the views, 
policies or actions of Memphis Animal Services 

or any other person(s) or group(s).    

NEWS TO KNOW  

Iʾf you have a dog house you no longer need and would like to donate, they are 

needed for dogs on tie-outs with no shelter.  Call Leah: 323-1609. 

Sʾhowcase of Dogs is October 10 and 11 at the Agricenter from 8am to 5pm.  The 

event will feature demonstrations, booth exhibits, competitions, seminars, and all 

things dog to benefit the Hope House and the AKC Canine Health Foundation. 

Admission is $5 and parking is $3.  For more information: www.showcaseofdogs.org  

Cʾurrently pending in Congress, H.R. 3501ñknown as the Humanity and Pets 

Partnered Through the Years (òHAPPYó) Actñis a federal bill introduced by Rep. 

Thaddeus McCotter to amend the Internal Revenue Code to allow a deduction of up 

to $3,500 for veterinary and other pet care expenses for qualified pets (defined as 

òlegally owned, domesticated, live animalsó).  Help pass the HAPPY Act, H.R. 3501 by 

contacting your U.S. representative and urging him or her to co-sponsor or vote 

yes for this bill! 

Pʾet Expo is coming to Memphis on September 18, 2010 at the Cook Convention 

Center.  The show will feature over 200 exhibitors, special guests, book signings, 

agility competitions, pet photos, games for the two and four legged competitor and 

much, much more! They are looking for rescue groups, vets, clinics, sitters, pet 

products, pet stores, pet services, groomers, shelters or any related organization 

to exhibit at the show.  For more info, go to: www.petexpomemphis.com   

Mark Your Calendars  

Saturday, Oct. 3:   Petco Adoption Event 

    3468 Poplar & Highland   11-4 

Tuesday, Oct. 6: Petco Adoption Event 

    3468 Poplar & Highland   11-3 

Saturday, Oct. 10: Hollywood Feed Adoption Event 

    2015 Union Avenue  11-4 

Tuesday, Oct. 13: Petco Adoption Event 

    3468 Poplar & Highland   11-3 

   MAS Advisory Board Meeting   

    City Hall- 2nd Flr. Conf. Room 10:00 

Saturday, Oct. 17: Petco Adoption Event 

    3468 Poplar & Highland   11-4 

Tuesday, Oct. 20: Petco Adoption Event 

    3468 Poplar & Highland   11-3 

Thursday, Oct. 22: Hollywood Feed Adoption Event 

    2015 Union Avenue  3-7 

Saturday, Oct. 24: Hollywood Feed Adoption Event  

    4864 Poplar & Erin    11-4 

Tuesday, Oct. 27: Petco Adoption Event 

    3468 Poplar & Highland   11-3 

Saturday, Oct. 31: MAS New Volunteer Orientation  

    Memphis Animal Shelter 10-12 

mailto:Kathryn.rhea@gmail.com
http://www.showcaseofdogs.org/
http://www.petexpomemphis.com/


 

 

 

Be Prepared!  

Help keep your pets safe with a FREE pet 

safety pack from the ASPCA!  In the event of 

an emergency, their pet rescue window decal 

alerts rescue personnel that pets are inside 

your home.  The safety pack also includes an 

ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center magnet!  

ASPCA: Free Safety Pack 

Recycleé. 

adopt a shel ter pet!  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Iôm a Failure 

Well, for two months I have been updating you 

on my progress of attempting to train my cat 

to forgo the litter box and potty in a toilet.  The 

result is that Iõm a failure (I donõt want to 

blame my kitty because Iõm sure I didnõt follow 

the steps correctly).  We got to the step when 

you remove the litter from the pan inside the 

toilet for her to get used to not digging and 

covering up her mess with litter.  After two 

days of this, I noticed she hadnõt gone to the 

bathroom except once.  She hadnõt gone in the 

house anywhere (I would have smelled it) so 

the only thing I could figure was she was 

holding it.  I filled her old litter box with litter 

and she ôwentõ for what it seemed like minutes.  

I felt horrible for her holding it and knew it 

could have led to health problems and her 

choosing her own place to go in the house.  

Needless to say, I gave up on training her to 

potty in the toilet for now and brought back her 

litter box.  But donõt be discouraged by my 

failed attempt.  (Iõll ask a friend to write about 

her successful experience in toilet training.)        

 

 

 

 

 

Happiness for Harley  

We adopted our beloved Harley from the Memphis Animal Shelter in 2004. I 

was looking through all the kennels and noticed this shy, unique looking little 

man huddled in the corner of his cage.  He looked like a lab puppy but with 

short, crooked front legs and a spotted tongue with a slit through the middle 

where at some point in his life must have had his teeth slice through it.  I 

noticed on his cage he was already past his due out date.  So I asked to take 

him in one of the little rooms to get to know him better.  He was very timid but 

warmed up a little bit after a few minutes.  I stopped petting him for a 

moment.  When he took his head and bumped my hand so it landed back on the 

top of his head, I knew then he was meant to be a part of our family.  It had 

just been a little over a year since we lost our other beloved adoptee, Hooch, 

who we adopted in 1998 from a shelter in Illinois.  I was thinking of adding 

another family member but wasn't sure how my husband would feel.  But after 

getting to know this adorable little guy, I knew that once he got to see him he'd 

fall in love just like I did.  I was able to take him home that day since he was 

already fixed.  They gave him his shots and we were out the door.  Our kids 

were at school but when they came home and saw Harley, they started 

cheering.  My husband came home later that evening and asked whose dog we 

had over.   I said, òOurs and his name is Harley!ó  Shortly after that Harley 

walked slowly toward my husband with his head down and tail between his legs 

(acting shy).  My husband reached out his hands to pet him and Harley started 

licking his hand and then nudged his hand with his head.  He knows how to let 

someone know when he wants attention.  My husband quickly ôapprovedõ of our 

new family member.  Another family member he quickly won over is our 

rescued cat, Midnight.  They often have their own wrestling matches, rolling 

around in each otherõs arms.  They steal each otherõs food and have even 

eaten out of the same bowl at the same time.  Harley is our spoiled baby.  Even 

after all these years, he is my sidekick and follows me everywhere; heõs even 

been shopping at Lowe's with us.  I know we would have missed out on years of 

joy and happiness if we had not adopted him from the shelter.  Our lives have 

been so blessed to have him as a part of our family.  I encourage anyone who 

is thinking of adding a furry friend to their family to head straight to the 

shelter.  They won't be disappointed. Best wishes, The Norton Family 

4th of July parade 

Cuddling with his squeaky duck  Howl -O-Ween  

Over 10% of pet owners dress their pets in 

Halloween costumes!   

Send me your petõs costume 

pictures to include in the 

November Furry Friends- 
Kathryn.rhea@gmail.com  

http://www.aspca.org/about-us/free-aspca-stuff/free-pet-safety-pack.html
mailto:Kathryn.rhea@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building a 

óBrighterô Future 

City officials, volunteers, and supporters came 

out to celebrate the groundbreaking of the new 

7.6 million dollar facility for Memphis Animal 

Services on September 9.  Located at 2350 

Appling City Cove, off Appling & north of 

Interstate 40, it is scheduled to open by summer 

2011.  The new shelter is nearly double the space 

of the current shelter, increasing the holding 

area from 341 cages and kennels to 546.    

Adopt a Shelter Dog Month  

According to the 2009/2010 National Pet Owners Survey, 62% of U.S. households own a pet, which equates 

to 71.4 million homes.  However, an estimated 8-12 million companion animals enter animal shelters 

nationwide every year, out of which approximately 5-9 million are euthanized.  That equates to the 

euthanasia of approximately 60% of shelter dogs and 70% of shelter cats.  To help focus attention on the 

pet population problem and to encourage the public to make pet adoption their first option,  

October is National Adopt a Shelter Dog Month .   

Every day, thousands of lovable, loyal dogs are surrendered to our nationõs sheltersñnot because theyõre bad, but because their 

owners just couldnõt take care of them anymore.  Animal shelters are filled with amazing dogs just waiting for a hero like you: 

large, small, mixed breeds, even purebreds.  Be a hero by adopting a homeless dog whoõll reward you with years of happiness and 

companionship.  However, please keep in mind that responsible pet ownership requires more than simply agreeing to take an 

animal into your life; only adopt a dog if youõre willing to make a commitment to the dog's health and happiness for the remainder 

of his life.  Even if you are unable to adopt a pet at this time, there are many ways to help animals waiting in shelters everywhere 

for their forever home.  Donations of money, supplies, and your time to help socialize and care for the animals are greatly needed.  

Also, one of the biggest ways to help animals in shelters is to help lower the number of animals looking for a loving home by 

having your pet spayed or neutered.  Also, have proper identification on your pets to help keep lost pets from entering shelters. 
Tips: 

Eʾven if you prefer a purebred dog, check shelters first.  Purebreds average about 25 to 30 percent of the shelter population.  There are also breed-
specific rescues that get many of their dogs from shelters.  

Iʾf you are looking for a pet to adopt, Petfinder.com and Adopt a Pet.com are great places to check.  These websites list pets available for adoption from 
thousands of shelters and rescue organizations throughout North America.  You just put in your zip code and can search by breed, age, size and gender. 

Bʾehavior trouble is the number one reason people turn their dogs into shelters.  Get your dog some proper obedience training and the problems will be 
solved.  There are budget-friendly courses in our area and free training information on the Internet. 
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Woofstock Memphis 2009  

The weather couldnõt have been more perfect for rescues, shelters, & animal lovers to come together in Overton Park to find 

some wonderful pets their forever homes.  The event was a success for the Memphis Animal Shelter who brought 10 dogs & 5 

kittens in which 7 dogs & all 5 kittens found homes!  As always, thank you to the MAS staff & volunteers for giving your time to help 

pets in need.  Also, a big thank you to Jackie Johns & Cindy Sanders, with Community Action for Animals, for organizing the event! 

ôTuTuõ found him a 

great new friend to 

snuggle with. 

Find a fluffy dog at an adoption 

event & volunteer Dana Davis 

wonõt be far behind. 

The face behind the camera, Jim Donahue 

Volunteer Coordinator, 

Tracy Dunlap chilling in 

his hippie hat. 

Laura Cantor is 

destined to be a NYC 

dogwalker. 

Enjoying the beautiful 

weather is volunteer 

Louis Cantor 

Volunteer Holly 

Zygelman cuddles 

adorable Dewey 

http://www.caamemphis.com/

