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THERE IS NO 1" IN FOSTER

Susan Burrus

People ahways ask "How can you foster dogs? Dont
you have a hard time letting go?™ The answer is yes, but
fostering is not about me, its all about the animal, There
is no I in foster,

Like mosl paopds, | ngver thought | coukd Ba a laster
parant. It was aheays abaul b | seoukd el 1 mighil
aroes allached, | would tael sad, the dog would miss
... Wl my teslings changad the irst time | Saw the
happirass n the avas of a e pal owner. | had such a
feeding of satislaction that it totaly oulbwaiahed any sadnass
| 'was lealng.

My first foster was a small, cute, terrer type dog. We
fowund him a home, and | ook him cver to his potential new
owners. | walked up 1o this Eaautiful bome and when the
front door cpened thers was a litte gid and her mather,
BT dog was in my arms, but when he saw the young,
blond gir, be about jumped out of my arms o get 1o her
It was the swestest moment. He had found him a little
gif! They stayed in the living room and didn't give me a
second thaought

1 kalt the hoose wath @ tear in my ayd, but it was & e of
happingss Decause my astar dog had und his itk g
and a larmdy thal would peovice a warnderlul boime,
| have baan & foster parent ever since and have had many

more rewanding and safisfying expenences after | stopped
thinking about “me” and took the "1™ out of foster,

FOSTERING:
A NEW LEASH ON LIFE

Sanchy wiithy
har foster
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Sandy, a seven-year-old, medium sized, mixed breed dog,
was the Morrow family's first foster dog.  She was a stray,
arvd the Shelter had no room,. There are no options for a dog
like Zandy unless someone steps in o foster, Luckily for her,
Marya Morrow hiad just expressed interest in fostering.

Sandy 15 a wondarful dog and fit parfactly in tha Morrow
household (Mike, Manya, Meagan age 101, and Morgan, age 9,
In fact, when time camsa 1o take Sandy 1o her first adoption
event at PetSman®, the Momrows thought to adopt Sandy
thamsehas. Realizing, thowgh, that this would limit their atility
to save other dogs by fostering, they discussed it as a family
and dacided to take Sandy 1o the adoption event.

It happenad that Susan Baliz came to PetSmanti® that day
o mest ancther dog she had been approved to adopt. But,
Susan fell m love with Zandy, Manya and Morgan had a
chance to tell Susan all about Sandy, and Susan told them
about the wondearful home Sandy would have with her,

Sanchys life s graat, and the Morrows have gone on to fostar
other dogs, bath puppies and older dogs. And no, the dogs
aran't all perfect like Sandy, but they are all desarving of a
sata and kKning homae,
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Chevy's fosters, Ghiisting Ashton and Derak Sfefting,
Have tauoght him manners, He will evan “wait” wihen his
food & servard




CLAY COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER IS LOOKING FOR MORE ACTIVE,
ENERGETIC LOCAL PEOPLE TO VOLUNTEER AS FOSTER HOMES
FOR DOGS AND PUPPIES, CATS AND KITTENS.

If you think you could help save a dog or a cat, applications and more information are available
at: (940) 538-6757.

EE L 5"5" ® By g
OUT AND ABOUT GIVES OUR RESIDENTS CLOUT
® = the Lake

Arrowhead Dam
Tractor Ride

NETWORKING TO GAIN EXFOSURE FOR
and Show

QUR ADOPTAEBLE ANIMALS AND FOR QUR
ORGAMNIZATION

Clay County Animal Shelter shows pets for adoption
on KFDX TV

Evary momth Bonnle Miller oras 8
moan nows spoi with CCAS doge or cale
o KFOX TV 3, Vs our weballe at
www.clayoritters petfinderocom
fior B manthiy schsdue amd canch
Bomle and Frands &f noon.

Local Halloween contests
areg some of the many
events Clay County
Animal Shelter volunteears
and adoptable animals
attended in 2009,

HOWL-o-ween Candi

the Henrietta Christmas
1 Parade where volunteers
- walk dogs dressed in lights
| and Santa suits!

"

the Charlie
Peach Fesitval



‘=" DOGGONE!!! '

PLEASE ID your pets: Across this country, about 8,000,000 (that is
MINE MILLION) pats, just like yours, find themsslves homealass each year.
Almosat 10,000 (that is TEN THOUSAMND) a DAY lose thair lives bacausa
they have no place to call home. We nead to create more happy endings!
Kaap identification on your pet at ALL TIMES ! EVEN WHILE BATHING!
A rabies tag, a name tag or a microchip will all work toward that end. If
vou have lost your pet call vour city pound immediately, CHECK THERE
YOURSELF REPEATEDLY, call all the veterinarians in your area, and
put up fliers. Litte "July," shown below, was found fat and flea free, but
miles fram ary home after the Fourth of July fireworks (which may have
frightaned her and caused her to run and get lost). With no identification
on her, there was no way to return her to her rightful owners.  And,
judging by her loving character someona is missing her, She '‘answers’
happily whan spoken to, but just can't pronounce things well encugh to
gat back home.

If you are seeking a new pet, search shelters, breed rescue groups, animal pounds and Humane Societies,
and if you look on line you can find Clay County Animal Shelter and view our animals at  www. claycritters
petiinder.com. Our no-kill shelter is always full. The animals we take in only leave us when they are adopted
Because of the time and effort it takes to adopt out animals to just the right homes, thera iz always a waiting list
of animals needing to enter the Shelter, We don't turn away any resident of Clay County, but can't immediately
take all in either. CCAS keeps a holding list, posts the waiting animals on our web site for public viewing and
possible adoption prior 1o entering the Shelter, and takes the animals in order as socon as there is spaca. And
we help place many animals from outside Clay County,

With so many

cats in need of a
= family of their own, FEL’NE Focus
t our goal can only

be a safe, happy
home for avery
ona.  With the
help of PetSmart®
Charities, which
generously
provides adoption
center space for
our Shelter cats, we have increasad our kitty
adoptions because of the added exposures
to the public, and the tireless efforts of our
volunteers and tha PetSman® staff at the
Wichita Falls store! keUkamia and FIY tested and whan
Because of this collaboration Blackig, a zhe has galned a little weight, sha will
sweet, 12 yaar old cat who was no longer b put up for adoption. Many cats that are abandoned like her
wanted. now has a |CI'L-'iI'|g fﬂI'I'I”f:." and a don't get that chance, but wa keap trying.

forever place for her old age.

-,

Dond, a PetSmart® voluntaer, 15
shown arg with a vary then KTty
recantly found on a country road,
mikes from any housa,  Hungar and
thirst drove the 3 mcnth old kitty 10
allewy capturg,  Kithy's lifg from now
on can only get better.  Sha will be
dewormad, vaccinated and spaved,
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OUR CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL:

RECOGNIZING THE POWER OF SMALL GIFTS AND SMALL GIVERS!

It &l adds up. Ten dollars from one person and twenty-free fiom another,
and with that maoney added to your donation too, we heat the kennels, buy
dish soap and scrubbies, ubber gioves and dog dishes, water hoses and
cat litter, office supplies and trash bags, pooper-scoopers and paper towals,
collars and leashes, Beach and laundry soap, and we pa} the th{E:b dnd
the alectric il

Keaping the Shalter dogs and cats housad ina
clean and healthy anvironment i not a simple
proposition. Mo gift is too small to help, and no
afver |5 1oo small aithar.

Taylor Haymie browght a huge box of dog freats

and supplizs, and itk Kate Moors had a birthday

party where all the gifis wers for the SHELTER

AMIMALS instead of for her! Generosity like that
i5 hard to match!

Thank you, gensrous donors,  And thank you all who are teaching yvour children to care about animals and to be
QENErTUS givers

Two more of our youngest donors, Charlie and Joseph Maddux, split their monsy betwean
the kocal library and our shalter, netting the Sheiter $1.43. That Is one fawer roll of paper
tosvals wie will have 1o buy!

-And o those of you who give regular bleach, cat litter and trash bag donations: THANKS!
¥ We rely om woul

Pheass conlinue o supoort our labar of ee, Creatime Comitrs s an anmusal publicaBion of Clay Counby Animal Shalter, Inc,,
& 5 [E]3 ron-prof arganiZation, Dorafions ang g deductios, Tax 1D #75-2504450,

Visit us on the web at www.claycritters.petfinder.com
DFFICERS: Annie McClintock, President = Steve McDonald, Vice President # Polly McDonald, Secretany- Treasurer

Please make checks payable to:
Clay County Animal Shelter » Post Office Box 274  Henrietta Texas 76365

Enclosed is a donation of §
This gift is in memory of:
This gift is in honor of:

Send additional acknowledgement to:

|| No acknowledgement is needed.
Your Name:

Address:

For whatever you are able to give towards helping the animals,
WE THANK YOU!
Te all whe give Christmas donations, memaorials, and honorariums: if you will include a card [or your
honoree, we will mail it with owr gratitude. If the leter is stamped and addressed to the honoree, that is even
more of a gift for the shelter animals.,




