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Foster Program FAQs 

1. Why is the foster program so important?
We receive numerous emails every week begging us to take a shelter dog whose time is up or to help a dog whose owner can no longer care for it. Often, we must put dogs on waiting lists or reluctantly turn them away because we don't have a foster home available. WY Rat Terriers Rescue does not have a physical shelter, so our foster homes are of utmost importance in saving dogs. Without their assistance, we could not save, rehabilitate and place these homeless dogs.

Rescued dogs have special needs. Many of these dogs have never been given any love or training. Working with these dogs can sometimes be frustrating and time consuming, but seeing your "diamond in the rough" foster dog go to its new home happy and well adjusted is incredibly satisfying and rewarding. Our foster homes tell us their experience has made them better and more knowledgeable dog owners.

2. How do you match a dog with a foster home?
Foster homes provide more than room and board; they provide an environment in which the dogs can become healthy and happy. We try to match foster dogs and homes based on the preferences and skills of each home. 
3. Who pays for vet care and other expenses?
WRTR pays for all medical care for the dogs. Our foster homes donate their home, time, food, love, and all the other necessary ingredients for a healthy, happy dog.

4. How long will I foster a dog? What if I go on vacation?
Because our goal is not to simply find homes for these dogs, but also to meet their physical, mental, and social needs before placing them, our dogs average 2-8 weeks in our system, sometimes more and sometimes less.
However the foster program is flexible - we work around your schedule. If you can foster for only a specific time period, let us know in advance and we will accommodate that.

5. What are the requirements for being a foster person?
* Experience With Dogs - Previous experience with dog ownership is preferred. Experience with obedience training is not necessary, however it would be ideal if you could work with the dog in rehabilitating behavioral issues they may have, such as separation anxiety or shyness, in order to better prepare them for their forever homes.
* Exercise – We ask that all foster families walk or exercise the dog on a daily basis, according to the needs of the dog
* Time – Because rescued dogs have special needs, we are looking for foster families that have enough time to spend with their foster dog each day.
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